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At the start of my MA dissertation I quoted from last Sunday’s Gospel reading:

‘Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.’

It’s a classic quote in UK Catholic education circles. In the Gospel the Pharisees - the Jewish experts
in the law - were trying to catch Jesus out. “Is it right that we pay taxes to Caesar?” they asked.
Jesus asked for the coin they used to pay the tax. A denarius was presented to him. “Whose head is
on the coin?” Jesus asked. “Caesar’s” was the reply. Jesus’s response: “Then pay to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar and to God what is God’s.” 

In the UK’s Catholic schools this is a nice biblical reminder of the dual responsibility we have: to the
state, because it funds our schools; and to God, because he provides the ultimate purpose for our
educational efforts. It is right therefore that we be subject to Ofsted, as all state schools are, but it is
also necessary to have CSI inspections to check on the quality of our RE provision and our
faithfulness to Catholic life and mission.

This may well not feel relevant to the lives of our students - until we break it down into more concrete
terms. We want them to have the best qualifications possible and to have developed personally,
through involvement in a wide range of extra-curricular activities, PSHE and careers education and
leadership opportunities. But more importantly than all those is the development of a set of values
that will guide them through life - the Christian values that underpin Jesus’ command to love one’s
neighbour as oneself - the way we believe they will make the right difference to the world beyond the
gates of JFK.

The Gospel reading provided our theme for the week: obedience. This is most obviously related to
following rules. School rules aim to create an orderly environment that 1000 people can share
efficiently each day, but when we say ‘think kindness and choose respect’ we are talking more about
obedience to Christ’s teachings than an adherence to a set of practical expectations. In assemblies
this week I talked about the secular world and a life of faith being able to coexist. At JFK I hope our
students can experience that - with great learning opportunities and personal development
opportunities alongside a rich offer to engage with and develop a greater understanding of the
Catholic faith. All these things, kept in balance, will provide solid foundations for a fulfilling life ahead.

This last week of the half term has included some very proud moments:
The soloists’ concert on Monday evening was excellent, providing the chance for our talented
musicians to perform in public, which for most is a rare opportunity. Thanks to Mrs Metcalfe for her
support for the varied music life of the school.

John F Kennedy Catholic School 
23rd October 2026

admin@jfk.herts.sch.uk  
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Mrs Holton - Subject Leader PSHE

Students have been working hard this term in PSHE and have learned a lot of Relationships (Y7-10)
and Living in the Wider World (Y11). 

This week, Y9 have the launch day for their First Give Project. This is a project we have been running
for a number of years now, where forms are given the chance to choose a local charity, raise
awareness of that charity through an Action Day and then give a presentation nearer to Christmas in
front of judges explaining what they have been up to.  
The winning form has the opportunity to receive £1000 for their charity. Each year, we see the
creativity and innovation of our students as well as their kindness and compassion to others. We will
keep you posted via the @pshe.jfk Instagram account and through the newsletter.

Year 7 will be starting their Physical Health Topic which will involve First Aid, a workshop from Herts
Young Homeless, Hygiene and Staying Safe and and About.

Year 8 will start the brand new Digital Citizenship unit, which is part of the new Statutory Guidance of
RSE from the Government in July 2026. They will cover Online Scams, Countering Misinformation
and Disinformation, Social Media and looking at the benefits and pitfalls of Artificial Intelligence.  

Year 10 will begin their Relationships and Sex Education Unit and a letter has been sent home to
Year 10 Parents with more information on this.

Year 11 in the run up to their Mock Exams in November will be looking at Mental Health and in
particular dealing with stress.

After half term, there will be a consultation on the new RSE policy so please look out for that as all
feedback is welcome.

If you have any questions about PSHE at JFK, please do not hesitate to contact me.

PSHEPSHE  

Our Diocesan Advisor, having made her annual visit to assess the work of the RE department and
the Catholic life and mission of the school, commented on the superb work being done in RE and
the quality of our youth ministry programmes, the likes of which she has not seen in any other
schools.
The CEO of the Trust, Stephen Wheatley, met with a group of students from different year groups
to obtain some student feedback on life in school and their dreams for the future. This was set in
the context of the future plans for the Trust’s development. Stephen told me that the students
were amazing in the way they engaged with the meeting and spoke so confidently. It was, he said,
the best one of these student meetings he has held.
Year 9 had the launch of this year’s First Give charity programme. Each form group showed
excellent engagement with the tasks involved and their compassion for those in need was heart-
warming. Each form has now chosen a charity that they will be supporting over the next half term.
20 Year 12 students applied to be Deputy House Captains and I had the great pleasure to help
with the interviews. These students presented themselves extremely well, showing enthusiasm for
this next level of student leadership, and clearly having benefitted from opportunities earlier on in
their school careers. Our student leadership has gained great momentum over the past few years
and I am excited to see the next generation of leaders take over.

Mr Neves - Headteacher  
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LIBRARYLIBRARY  

Mrs Powell - Librarian

Check out our instagram page - libraryjfk

Chess, chess and more chess! Piano recitals, record borrowing stats and new books
joining the Library shelves every week!

These are just a few of the many wonderful things which have been happening at the
Library over the last half term.

The pictures tell some of the story, but it has been so encouraging to see the Library
full with students queuing to borrow the new books, competing at chess as well as
finding a place to relax with their friends. Highlights have included four Y9 Manga
experts taking part in a nationwide Manga Mania quiz in which we came a respectable
half way out of over 80 schools (some of the questions were very hard!) and listening
to a few students play the piano during Friday break times. We've welcomed Mrs Cole
and her Craft Club every other Wednesday lunch time for Y7 and Chess Club, run by
Y11 and Y13 students during Thursday lunch times. In between all of that the Library
Ambassadors have been doing a sterling job returning and issuing books and
designing new posters and competitions!

There's plenty to look forward to when we return in November: non-fiction November
when I'll be showcasing the best non-fiction books the Library has to offer, cozy read
suggestions for the chillier weather and of course, the highly anticipated (or is that
just me?!) chocolate coin competition towards the end of the year. 



INSPIRE   ACHIEVE   SERVE 

SIXTH FORMSIXTH FORM  

Check out our instagram page - jfk_6thform

DRAGON’S APPRENTICE CHARITY EVENTS

QUIZ NIGHT
Save the date - Friday 20  November 2026th

7:30pm to 10pm
Doors will open at 6:45pm 

£8 per person, teams of 5-8 people
Booking information will be shared after half term
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DRAMADRAMA

Ms Horton - Drama Subject Leader & Ms Brewer - Drama Teacher  

Poster designed by Sofia Gazza 9H 
Tickets will be on sale December and January through Wisepay, more details to follow.

Check out our instagram page - jfkdramadept
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MUSICMUSIC  

Mrs Metcalfe - Director of Music    

Monday evening saw the first of our termly Solos Concerts. Graham Thomson, the
judge from Battle of the Bands in March, came to work with the students during the
day giving them the opportunity to work with an accompanist ahead of the evening.
Twelve of our music students performed solo pieces to an audience of family and
friends. We were treated to violin pieces from across the grade range , all delivered
beautifully and received with spontaneous applause. There was Mission Impossible
played on the flute , beautiful songs and a variety of piano solos , all played and sung
with great attention to detail. A performance of the Bare Necessities ended the
evening and sent us all away with a cheerful spring in our step - music is a great tonic
at the end of a busy day ! 

Check out our instagram page - jfk.music.department

Solos Concert

The solos concerts give students of all
ages and stages in their music-making a
chance to perform to a small and
supportive audience. It's an opportunity to
play an exam piece, a GCSE piece or
something new that you'd like to try out in
public for the first time. There will be one
arranged each term giving as many
students the chance as possible over the
year. 
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MUSICMUSIC  

Mrs Metcalfe - Director of Music    

Monday 7th December - Christmas Concert - 7pm JFK Hall 
This will be a wonderful evening bringing together musicians from the chamber choir,
orchestra, rock bands, soloists, and the Year 7 Singers. Information regarding tickets
will be sent after the half term holiday but please put the date in your diary!

Check out our instagram page - jfk.music.department
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PHYSICAL EDUCATIONPHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Ms Rooney - PE Subject Leader    
Check out our instagram page - jfkpedept
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PHYSICAL EDUCATIONPHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Ms Rooney - PE Subject Leader    
Check out our instagram page - jfkpedept

Upcoming Fixtures after Half term
2.11 Y7 NB v Adeyfield A
3.11 U13 GFB v KLS A
3.11 Y11 FB V Rickmansworth A
3.11 U14 School Games Badminton
4.11 U16 School Games Badminton
4.11 Y7-11 District Cross Country
10.11 Y8 FB v Heartswood 
11.11 Y9 FB v ACS 
12.11 Y7 NB A and B teams v Tring
Y9 Rugby v KLS H



INSPIRE   ACHIEVE   SERVE 

Year 7 01442 229105  year7@jfk.herts.sch.uk

Year 8 01442 229124   year8@jfk.herts.sch.uk

Year 9 01442 229131   year9@jfk.herts.sch.uk

Year 10 01442 229132   year10@jfk.herts.sch.uk

Year 11 01442 229136   year11@jfk.herts.sch.uk

Sixth Form 01442 229137   6thform@jfk.herts.sch.uk

              GENERAL NOTICESGENERAL NOTICES      
Appointments During School

Please try to avoid making medical appointments during the school day. If this is not
possible, please alert the Year Team via email with confirmation of the appointment letter/email/
screenshot at least 24 hours in advance.
If your child does need to leave for a pre-arranged medical appointment please ensure that they are
aware of the time and date of the appointment and are instructed to be ready in reception to be
collected. There have been a number of occasions recently whereby the office staff have had to
search for a student in order for them to be picked up.

Illness During the School Day

We have seen an increase in students calling parents prior to seeking medical attention at
school. Any student feeling unwell during the school day should report to Student Services where they
will be seen by a medically trained member of staff. Please do impress upon your children the
importance of the school contacting home if it is required during the school day. It can cause parents
unnecessary worry which we would like to avoid.

Absence

If your son/daughter is going to be absent due to illness please telephone the school absence
line by 9.00am on each day of absence 

Is my child too ill for school?

NHS advice about when to keep your child off school 
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Parents/Carers are reminded about the importance of road safety and we highlight a number
of points you may wish to discuss with your child:

The importance of crossing the road at a safe place.
Using either a zebra or pelican crossing where possible
Avoid crossing behind parked cars
Never run out into the road
Be aware of your surroundings – take out earphones and stop talking with friends or on
the phone when crossing the road
Have reflective items on jackets or bag.
If cycling, follow the same instruction and make sure you have lights on your bike and
wear a helmet at all times.

JFK enjoys good relationships with our neighbours and local community.
Please be mindful of driveways, access and residential parking areas in Hollybush Lane, Long
Chaulden, Boxted Road and neighbouring roads if dropping off/picking up your child from
school.
Please also try and avoid leaving your car engines running outside of school.

Disabled Parking Zones
Please can we ask that the disabled parking bays located along Hollybush Lane be kept clear.
They are marked on the path and are needed to be accessed by local residents.

Cycling to and from school
A reminder to students that you must dismount before entering the school grounds and walk
your bicycle in.

ROAD SAFETYROAD SAFETY  
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Theatre Trips - Oliver
Year 7 Pantomime
Iceland 2027
Sports Tour 2027 
A Taste of Italy 2027 
Rome 2027

                    TRIPS 2026/27TRIPS 2026/27  

ReminderReminder
A  gentleA  gentle

JFKJFKJFKJFK

Monthly Instalments are dues on the 1  of each month st

for the following :
Monthly Instalments are dues on the 1  of each month st

for the following :
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              UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS      

 MONTH OF NOVEMBER

FUTURE DATES

Monday 2  November, Return to school, distribution of phone
pouches

nd

Wednesday 4  November, Sixth Form Open Eveningth

Thursday 5  November, ASCAT Synod and Mass (selected students
only)

th

Monday 16  November, Year 11 Mock exams beginth

Wednesday 18  November, Oliver Theatre Trip (Yr 8 Students)th

Friday 20  November, Year 8 Sleepoverth

 

Monday 23rd November, Year 11 Mock exams continue; Year 13
Mock exams begin
Wednesday 25  November, Year 10 Netball & Football Tournamentth

Friday 27  November, SCHOOL CLOSEDth

Wednesday 2  December, Presentation Evening (invite only)nd

Thursday 3  December, Year 10 BTEC Travel & Tourism Triprd
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At John F Kennedy Catholic School, safeguarding is at the heart of everything we do, and we work
hard to ensure that every child feels safe, supported and listened to within our school community.

Our safeguarding team plays a vital role in this work. The team works closely with students, families,
staff and external agencies to promote a culture where safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.
Students and families can reach out to the safeguarding team for support. We recognise that
parents and carers are key partners in safeguarding. We encourage families to familiarise
themselves with our safeguarding approach, policies and procedures, which are available on the
school website:

Safeguarding information and policies

In addition, the school provides a range of supportive links and resources for students and families,
covering areas such as mental health, online safety, wellbeing and external support services:

Support for students and families

If you ever have a safeguarding concern, no matter how small it may seem, we urge you to share it.
Concerns can be raised confidentially by emailing:

staysafe@jfk.herts.sch.uk

Letting us know about concerns, however small they may seem, allows us to offer the right support
when it is needed. Working closely with families helps us maintain a safe, inclusive and caring
school community where every child can feel secure and valued.

    SAFEGUARDING IN FOCUSSAFEGUARDING IN FOCUS      
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                        ATTENDANCEATTENDANCE  

Mrs Bailey - Deputy Headteacher    

"I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full." — John 10:10

At the heart of our Catholic community is the belief that every child is a unique gift from God, blessed
with individual gifts and talents. Our mission is to nurture the whole child—spiritually, academically, and
emotionally—so they can flourish and thrive.

To truly experience "life to the full" within our school community, consistent attendance is vital. When
your child is here, they aren't just attending lessons; they are building friendships, growing in faith, and
developing the resilience they need for the future.

Working in Partnership
We understand that life can sometimes bring challenges that make school attendance difficult. Whether
it is a health concern, anxiety, or a change in family circumstances, please know that you are not
alone.

In line with the latest Department for Education guidance, we believe that attendance is a shared
responsibility. Our goal is to work in partnership with families to remove any barriers your child may be
facing.

How We Can Help

The best time to reach out is always the early stage. If you notice your child is reluctant to attend or is
struggling, please don't wait for the situation to escalate.

 Early Conversation: A simple phone call to your child’s Achievement Team can start a supportive
dialogue.

 Tailored Support: We offer a range of internal pastoral support, from mentoring to counselling
and mental health support.

 Our Online Support Hub: We have a dedicated Attendance page on our school website. This
includes practical tips, links to external wellbeing resources, and a clear guide on how we work

with families to improve attendance.

Attendance JFK Website

By working together we ensure that every student feels safe, valued, and ready to learn.

Supporting Every Student’s Journey
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                        COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY      

Please see the DSPL8 Parents/Carers Newsletter Autumn 2026 HERE

School Tours - St Rose's Catholic Infant School
Pre School 2027, Nursery 2027 & Reception 2027
We are now taking bookings for tours of St Rose's on the following dates:-

Wed 4  Nov at 1.30pmth

Wed 2  Dec at 1.30pmnd

Wed 13  Jan at 1.30pmth

Tues 2  Feb at 1.30pm (this one is after Reception admissions closes)nd

To book please click HERE

St Albert the Great Catholic Primary
School
Reception Tours available:
Thursday 12  November, 9.15-10.15amth

Wednesday 25  November, 2.00-3.00pmth

Tuesday 12  January, 9.15-10.15amth

Please book HERE

RECEPTION TOURS FOR ENTRY SEPTEMBER 2027
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                        COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY      
Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Friends of St Thomas More,

This academic year, we are celebrating 90 years of St Thomas More Catholic Primary School
and 60 years at our home on Greenway.
We would love our current families, staff, former pupils and wider community to be part of this
special year. It is an opportunity to celebrate the school’s history, reconnect with old friends
and look ahead to what we can build together for future generations.
Our Catholic faith is at the heart of St Thomas More. Across the generations, our school has
been shaped by people who have cared for its children, supported its work and helped it
grow. We hope the anniversary will bring many of those people together again.

Share your memories and help us reconnect
We are launching a St Thomas More Alumni & Friends network, open to former pupils,
parents, staff, governors and others with a connection to the school.
If you would like to join, please complete our short form:
St Thomas More – Alumni & Friends
We would also love to collect photographs and memories from across the years. These could
include a favourite teacher, a school performance, a memorable trip or an everyday moment
that has stayed with you. Please contact alumni@stmore.herts.sch.uk if you have something
to share.
If you know someone with a connection to St Thomas More, please pass this letter on.

Celebrating together
Our first event will be an informal Alumni Drinks Evening at school on Friday 13 November,
from 7.00–9.30pm.
We warmly welcome former pupils, parents and staff, alongside current families and friends of
the school, to reconnect and share memories. There will be photographs and memories on
display, and I will say a few words about the school’s future.
Please save the date. A separate invitation will follow shortly with details of how to let us
know you are coming.
We are also planning a larger anniversary celebration later in the academic year and will
share more details once these are agreed.

Looking ahead
Alongside the celebrations, we are developing plans for a St Thomas More Development
Fund to support the school for current and future pupils. Governors are working with us to
agree what the fund will support, a fundraising target and how donations will be managed. We
will share these details before launching an appeal.
We would also welcome current parents who would like to become Parent Ambassadors,
helping us welcome prospective families, share the school’s story and strengthen our
connections in the community. Please contact the school office if you are interested.
Thank you to everyone who contributes to the life of St Thomas More. We look forward to
hearing your memories and celebrating this anniversary year together.

ST THOMAS MORE CELEBRATES
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                        COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY      


