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2nd October 2026

Our theme of the week was ‘Action’ and was an obvious response to last Sunday’s Gospel reading,
which included the parable of the two sons. This parable has a clear message for our students:
actions speak louder than words. In assemblies this week, Mr Jones, our new Assistant Headteacher,
unpacked the parable, exploring what it teaches us and offering a challenge to our students.

In the parable a vineyard owner asks each of his two sons to work on the land. The first son
immediately says, “No, | won’t go.” However, after some reflection he decides to go and work in the
vineyard. The second son’s response is to say “Yes.” But he doesn't turn up to work. Having told the
parable, Jesus asks his disciples, “Which of the two sons did the will of the father?” The answer, of
course, is the first son - despite his initial negative response, he did go to work, as he had been
asked.

In a big community and a busy environment, within the school day, our students are given numerous
instructions every day - in lessons, in assemblies, in moving around the site, in their free time. A
harmonious community exists when everyone follows the rules and responds positively to instructions
- when everyone says ‘yes’ and goes on to do the right thing. However, from time to time, we might
find a student who chooses not to follow the rules, but, as a result of some ‘counselling’, he or she
changes their mind and makes the right choice. The process of education in school involves helping
our children learn and grow in their knowledge of the world and their ability to thrive in community.
They are all human and therefore liable to make mistakes and our ethos of compassion and
forgiveness aims to provide a space in which to rethink decisions and do the right thing.

The second son in the parable exemplifies a real bugbear of mine, both in school and in the world at
large: people who don’t commit to doing what they said they would do, people who let others down.
One of the most important qualities in an employee is reliability - being at work, on time, and working
to the best of their ability. The same expectation is what we present to our students - it enables our
students to achieve their best and our community to develop. As | say regularly to our students, the
‘achieve’ in our mission statement is an aim to be your best in whatever aspect of school life you are
involved, giving it your full effort and not letting others down. And | am always heartened by the
wonderful commitment our students demonstrate each day.

Mr Jones reflected on the JFK Spirit learning habits, and how ‘integrity’ is a great test of the moral of
the parable: matching one’s words to one’s actions and doing the right thing when no one is watching!

Alsaints - Mr Neves - Headteacher
Catholic Academy Trust admin@jfk.herts.sch.uk
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| received a hand-written card last week from Archbishop Richard Moth, Archbishop of
Westminster. He thanked me for the warm welcome to JFK for the Mass that launched the
St Carlo Acutis Mission that was held in the Catholic schools of Dacorum and the parishes
of Hemel West and Hemel East. We were very honoured to receive the relics of St Carlo,
the first millennial saint in the Church. A Mission Team, led by Monsignor Anthony
Figueiredo from Assisi, visited Hemel Hempstead and Berkhamsted for the week.

At JFK, the Mass was attended by students from JFK and other ASCAT schools, together
with staff, governors and local parishioners, and was live-streamed for others to follow.
Following the Mass, Monsignor Anthony led presentations for all year groups, assisted by
Mission Team members Gwen and Jackie. They shared details of St Carlo’s life and his
commitment to his faith and introduced everyone to the relics, which included a piece of his
pericardium. At lunchtime everyone was welcome to visit St Mark’s church, to venerate the
relics and to write down the names of people they wished St Carlo to pray for. All the names
were to be taken back to Assisi and placed underneath St Carlo’s tomb.

This really was a special day in school. Monsignor Anthony praised the students he
addressed in his presentations and those he met during the day. Similarly Archbishop
Richard thanked the Senior Student Leadership Team for their welcome and kindness.

Mr Neves - Headteacher

Check out our instagram page - jfkymt
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Year 12 Opportunities: Building Leadership, Empathy, and Enterprise

It has been a busy start to the term for Year 12, with a fantastic range of enrichment and
leadership opportunities taking shape across the year group:

« Dragons’ Apprentice Award: We are thrilled to announce that 8 student teams have applied
for this year's challenge. Unfortunately only 4 teams can be shortlisted. The competition is
led by Community Action Dacorum. Officially launching on Monday 28th September, our
young entrepreneurs will work alongside local business mentors (Dragons) to turn £100 of
seed money into £1,000 or more for local charities.

« Lessons from Auschwitz Project: Students have had the opportunity to sign up for this
transformative program run by the Holocaust Educational Trust. A group of our Year 12s
will participate in educational seminars culminating in a poignant day trip to Poland on
Wednesday 21st October.

« Level 2 Sports Leaders Award: Our prospective leaders have been introduced to the Level
2 Sports Leaders Qualification. Taking place on a weekly basis, this course allows
students to develop essential communication, organisation, and teamwork skills through
sports coaching.

We encourage all Year 12 students to keep throwing themselves into these extracurricular
pathways—each provides invaluable experience to highlight on future university applications
and CVs.

UCAS Personal Statement Support for Year 13

Our Year 13 students recently received expert
guidance on crafting competitive UCAS personal
statements. Guest speaker Alison Moore from the
University of Hertfordshire led an interactive
session breaking down the ideal structure,
content, and tone required for a standout
application.

To build on this session, students were offered _
tailored one-to-one support sessions, receiving
constructive, individual feedback to help refine, 2%
edit, and strengthen their personal statement
drafts.

Mr Joyce - Director of Sixth Form

Check out our instagram page - jfk_6thform
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DRAGONS’ APPRENTICE
CHALLENGE 2026/27 <

Dragons
Apprentice
Challenge |}

This week, we were proud to host the official launch of the Dragon’s Apprentice Challenge,
led by Cindy Withey and run by Community Action Dacorum. The event brought together 17
student teams from across the area, all eager to put their business savvy and community
spirit to the test.
JFK is entering four strong Sixth Form teams into this year’s competition, each paired with
a local business mentor (a "Dragon") and a partner charity:

« Chrome X — Mentored by Fleetlee, supporting Goods for Good

« Apollo — Mentored by Paul Reynolds, supporting Waterways Experiences

« Team Firefly — Mentored by Cardo Group, supporting CAD - Training & Development

« The Changemakers — Mentored by Al Onion, supporting The Heather Club
Our teams will now turn seed capital into real fundraising results for their designated
charities over the coming months. We wish all our Sixth Form entrepreneurs the best of
luck as they step up to the challenge!

Mr Joyce - Director of Sixth Form

Check out our instagram page - jfk_6thform
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Aifior1c ScHool PROUDLY PRESENTS. .

-

THE 'I—T_ . =

5 » Show Dates:
' Tuesday 2nd February 7pm

VWednesday 3rd February 5pm
Thursday 4th February 7pm

Tickets available
through Wisepay from January 2027

Adapted frem novel by CS Lewis by Irita Kutchmy; Permission of: Josef Weinberger LTC

Poster designed by Sofia Gazza 9H
Tickets will be on sale December and January through Wisepay, more details to follow.

Ms Horton - Drama Subject Leader & Ms Brewer - Drama Teacher
Check out our instagram page - jfkdramadept
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Monday 19th October - Solos Concert 7pm JFK Hall

This is an opportunity for students to perform a solo piece, with accompanist, to an
audience in a relaxed and encouraging setting . Students will have received an email
inviting them to play (as recommended by their instrumental teachers) but if your
son/daughter would like to take part please email kmetcalfe@jfk.herts.sch.uk

It is hoped that there will be another solos concert later in the year thus giving
everyone who wishes the opportunity.

Monday 7th December - Christmas Concert - 7pm JFK Hall

This will be a wonderful evening bringing together musicians from the chamber choir,
orchestra, rock bands, soloists, and the Year 7 Singers. Information regarding tickets
will be sent after the half term holiday but please put the date in your diary!

JOHN F KENNEDY ‘ JOHN F KENNEDY ‘
CATHOLIC SCHOOL CATHOLIC SCHOOL
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Mrs Metcalfe - Director of Music

Check out our instagram page - jfk.music.department
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Last Weeks Fixture Results:

Netball

Y7 - 3rd place finish in the district seeding tournament
Y8 JFK 7 v Ashlyns 18

Y8 JFK 7 v AHS O

Y8b 3 v AHS 1

Y8 7 v HHS 16

Y9 JFK 17 v HHS 12

Football
Y8 JFK v DAO
Y11 JFK 4 v NBS 3

Ms Rooney - PE Subject Leader
Check out our instagram page - jfkpedept

INSPIRE - ACHIEVE - SERVE




P SIGAL EDUGATION

Football

Y11 JFK 4 v NBS 3
Congrats to Jimmy on his Hat Trick

Next Weeks Fixtures:

Monday 5™ October
Y7 Football v KLS

Y7 Netball v Ashlyns H
Y8 Netball v Tring A
Y9 Netball v Ashlyns H
Y10 Netball v Berko H
U18 Netball v Tring H

Tuesday 6™ October

Open Evening. 5:45pm arrival for GCSE and
Irish Dancers, plus those in trampette and
tumble. Please ensure you have correct school
PE kit on.

Netball

Y8 JFK 7 v Ashlyns 18
Great effort showed by our Year 8s in their
league game

Next Weeks Fixtures:

Monday 12" October

Y8a&b Netball v Longdean H

Tuesday 13" October

School Games U16 Table Tennis boys & Girls
U18 Netball v Ashlyns H

Wednesday 14" October

U18 Netball v KLS H

Y10 Football v Lau A

U13 Girls Football tournament at Ashlyns
Thursday 15™ October

Young Ambassadors Day - Information from
Miss Turner to follow

Y9 Netball v Berko A

Ms Rooney - PE Subject Leader

Check out our instagram page - jfkpedept
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It's been brilliant to add plenty of fantastic new books to the Library collection,
courtesy of the National Year of Reading 2026 grant. New manga has been flying off
the shelves and there have been requests for new books each day so | am keeping
busy! One book which has caught my eye has been the Japanese bestseller We'll
prescribe you a cat by Syou Ishida, definitely a cozy-sounding book to curl up with
when the weather gets colder.

Ten new Library Ambassadors from Y8 have all successfully completed their first week
of volunteering and they have been brilliant! They will be getting involved with
planning competitions and recommending reads to other students, as well as the all-
important issuing and returning of books. | am really grateful to have their help and
enthusiasm and their insight into the best reads for pre-teens and teens. Of course,
the Y9 & 10 Ambassadors continue to be brilliant too!

Finally, chess is all over the Library most lunch times as students battle it out or just
play to improve their skills. I'm hopeful we can begin an informal Chess Club soon to
cater for all the keen players. It's a great way to relax and have a break during a busy
school day.

Here's a question to think about with your child: do they know which Netflix series
were books before they reached the screen? Answers coming to a Library display very
soon...

wcer  DOGMAN &34

\CONIC POPSTARS - Aviana Grande”

Mrs Powell - Librarian

Check out our instagram page - libraryjfk
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In the summer term, some of our Key Stage 3 classes took part the Great Writing
Debate, organised by Pilot. This involved taking part in some research in one lesson,
seeing whether planning on paper made for more successful writing than simply
getting going on a word processor.

The students provided feedback to Pilot on their experiences, and last week we found
out we had won the prize draw to receive over £1000 worth of stationery from Pilot!

Thanks to all of the students who took part and made this possible!

Miss Bullen - Subject Leader English

Check out our instagram page - jfkenglish

If you speak Polish, Italian, French, Spanish
or Portuguese and would like to be entered for
theGCSE in the summer term 2027, please
email Mrs Wadsworth -
swadsworth@jfk.herts.sch.uk

This is for fluent speakers who can speak and
write to a high level.

Mrs Wadsworth - Assistant Subject Leader MFL

Check out our instagram page - jfkspanish
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BENERAL NUTITES

Appointments During School

Please try to avoid making medical appointments during the school day. If this is not

possible, please alert the Year Team via email with confirmation of the appointment letter/email/
screenshot at least 24 hours in advance.

If your child does need to leave for a pre-arranged medical appointment please ensure that they are
aware of the time and date of the appointment and are instructed to be ready in reception to be
collected. There have been a number of occasions recently whereby the office staff have had to
search for a student in order for them to be picked up.

lliness During the School Day

We have seen an increase in students calling parents prior to seeking medical attention at

school. Any student feeling unwell during the school day should report to Student Services where they
will be seen by a medically trained member of staff. Please do impress upon your children the
importance of the school contacting home if it is required during the school day. It can cause parents
unnecessary worry which we would like to avoid.

Absence % }%
Year 7 01442 229105 year7@jfk.herts.sch.uk
Year 8 01442 229124 year8@jfk.herts.sch.uk
Year 9 01442 229131 year9@jfk.herts.sch.uk
Year 10 01442 229132 yearl0@ijfk.herts.sch.uk
Year 11 01442 229136 yearll@jfk.herts.sch.uk
Sixth Form 01442 229137 6thform@jfk.herts.sch.uk

If your son/daughter is going to be absent due to iliness please telephone the school absence
line by 9.00am on each day of absence

Is my child too ill for school?

NHS advice about when to keep your child off school
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MOAD SAFETY

Parents/Carers are reminded about the importance of road safety and we highlight a number
of points you may wish to discuss with your child:
e The importance of crossing the road at a safe place.
e Using either a zebra or pelican crossing where possible
» Avoid crossing behind parked cars
« Never run out into the road
» Be aware of your surroundings — take out earphones and stop talking with friends or on
the phone when crossing the road
» Have reflective items on jackets or bag.
« If cycling, follow the same instruction and make sure you have lights on your bike and
wear a helmet at all times.

JFK enjoys good relationships with our neighbours and local community.

Please be mindful of driveways, access and residential parking areas in Hollybush Lane, Long
Chaulden, Boxted Road and neighbouring roads if dropping off/picking up your child from
school.

Please also try and avoid leaving your car engines running outside of school.

Disabled Parking Zones
Please can we ask that the disabled parking bays located along Hollybush Lane be kept clear.
They are marked on the path and are needed to be accessed by local residents.

Cycling to and from school
A reminder to students that you must dismount before entering the school grounds and walk
your bicycle in.

INSPIRE - ACHIEVE - SERVE
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Monthly Instalments are dues on the 1°' of each month
for the following :

Year 7 Retreats

Theatre Trips - Hadestown and Oliver

Year 7 Pantomime

Iceland 2027

Sports Tour 2027

A Taste of Italy 2027 - Instalments start from September 2026
Rome 2027

v
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UPCOMINE EYENTS

MONTH OF OCTOBER

e Tuesday 6th October, School closes at 12.35pm

e Tuesday 6th October, 6 - 9pm Open Evening for secondary
transfer

e Wednesday 7th October, INSET DAY (school closed to students)

e Monday 12" October, Years 7-11 Flu Vaccinations

Tuesday 20" October, Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

FUTURE DATES

w/c 26™ October, HALF TERM

e Monday 2" November, Return to school

e Wednesday 4™ November, Sixth Form Open Evening

e Thursday 5™ November, ASCAT Synod and Mass (selected students
only)

e Monday 16" November, Year 11 Mock exams begin

e Wednesday 18" November, Oliver Theatre Trip (Yr 8 Students)

Friday 20" November, Year 8 Sleepover

INSPIRE - ACHIEVE - SERVE
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The Safeguarding Team

Email
staysafe@jfk.

herts.sch.uk
Team Adult

[\
Mrs Bailey

Mr Jones Member of \gyegesee
Achievement Trusted

Help us to make sure everyone is safe and able to flourish

At John F Kennedy Catholic School, safeguarding is at the heart of everything we do, and we work
hard to ensure that every child feels safe, supported and listened to within our school community.

Our safeguarding team plays a vital role in this work. The team works closely with students, families,
staff and external agencies to promote a culture where safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.
Students and families can reach out to the safeguarding team for support. We recognise that
parents and carers are key partners in safeguarding. We encourage families to familiarise
themselves with our safeguarding approach, policies and procedures, which are available on the
school website:

Safeguarding_information and policies

In addition, the school provides a range of supportive links and resources for students and families,
covering areas such as mental health, online safety, wellbeing and external support services:

Support for students and families

If you ever have a safeguarding concern, no matter how small it may seem, we urge you to share it.
Concerns can be raised confidentially by emailing:

staysafe@jfk.herts.sch.uk

Letting us know about concerns, however small they may seem, allows us to offer the right support
when it is needed. Working closely with families helps us maintain a safe, inclusive and caring
school community where every child can feel secure and valued.
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ATTENUARCE

Supporting Every Student’s Journey

"l have come that they may have life, and have it to the full." — John 10:10

At the heart of our Catholic community is the belief that every child is a unique gift from God, blessed
with individual gifts and talents. Our mission is to nurture the whole child—spiritually, academically, and
emotionally—so they can flourish and thrive.

To truly experience "life to the full" within our school community, consistent attendance is vital. When
your child is here, they aren't just attending lessons; they are building friendships, growing in faith, and
developing the resilience they need for the future.

Working in Partnership

We understand that life can sometimes bring challenges that make school attendance difficult. Whether
it is a health concern, anxiety, or a change in family circumstances, please know that you are not
alone.

In line with the latest Department for Education guidance, we believe that attendance is a shared
responsibility. Our goal is to work in partnership with families to remove any barriers your child may be
facing.

How We Can Help

The best time to reach out is always the early stage. If you notice your child is reluctant to attend or is
struggling, please don't wait for the situation to escalate.

- Early Conversation: A simple phone call to your child’s Achievement Team can start a supportive
dialogue.

. Tailored Support: We offer a range of internal pastoral support, from mentoring to counselling
and mental health support.

. Our Online Support Hub: We have a dedicated Attendance page on our school website. This
includes practical tips, links to external wellbeing resources, and a clear guide on how we work
with families to improve attendance.

Attendance JFK Website

By working together we ensure that every student feels safe, valued, and ready to learn.

Mrs Bailey - Deputy Headteacher
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RECEPTION TOURS FOR ENTRY SEPTEMBER 2027

Reception Tours for
September 2027

St Albert the Great Catholic Primary
School

e Reception Tours available:

——— Thursday 12" November, 9.15-10.15am

Rooted in Catholic

Supportive and
engaged commun ity

valuss Wednesday 25™ November, 2.00-3.00pm
Academic ambition
@ Tuesday 12" January, 9.15-10.15am

T::::::bl:' Book here: “Leaders make eart Please bOOk HERE

9:15-10:15 am https:{fforms.gle/LTe years a priority Th:y ———
B T B
9:15-10:15 am (=], 3 =] ond m:;::zf,t"'t L3
Mundayn" : mm;,,..m

January E

2-3pm

Dignity|Compassion|Perseverance

me
Greenway, Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire, HP4 3LF
01442 385060 Vi
admin@stmore.herts.sch.uk

School Tours - St Rose's Catholic Infant School
Pre School 2027, Nursery 2027 & Reception 2027
We are now taking bookings for tours of St Rose's on the following dates:-
« Wed 4" Nov at 1.30pm
« Wed 2" Dec at 1.30pm
« Wed 13" Jan at 1.30pm
o Tues 2" Feb at 1.30pm (this one is after Reception admissions closes)
To book please click HERE

Delivering Special Provision Locally

Please see the DSPL8 Parents/Carers Newsletter Autumn 2026 HERE
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NEXT HOME GAME

HEMEL STORM

MILTON KEYNES

British Championship Basketball League

Saturday 3rd October
fpm tip off
Hemel Hempstead Leisure Centre, HP1 LIS

To guarantee entry purchase tickets via E
the Fanbase app or scan QR code.

Visit www.stormbasketball.net for more details.

Tickets may be purchazed on the night subject fo availability: E

Family-: £34 Adult: £12

Mini Family--: £17 uls: £7.50
Concessions: £9.50 Pl
* family ticket maxdmum 2 aduits ** mini family 1 aduft & 1 w18

UNTIL 4 OCTOBER|
Book our October half-term camp at a
discounted rate
Monday 26 October — Thursday 29 October

STORM BASKETBALL - NEXT HOME GAME

wema | DUGlEY

Open to primary and secondary school chidren of all GRC IR

abilities
Questions? Get in touch: Time: $om-3pm f;!,‘ www.stormbasketball net n Heme| Storm Eashketball

Early bird club: from 8am
" hemelstorm ‘@l hemelstorm

Juniorcoaching@stormbesketball.net After camp club: unfil 5pm

<~ COMMUNITY .
IPRE-LOVED ITEMS SALE\

(GOOD QUALITY ONLY)

Venue: St. Mary and St. Joseph's church
parish centre — Boxmor, Hemel Hempstead

Date: 03 of October 2026 @ Time:1pm to 4pm ( OALKEEPER WANTED.

13 (Year 8 from September)
All proceeds to St. Mark's church repairs : Gurls u13 (
and Macmillan Cancer Support (50/50)

Admission: £1 3 R é _

"~ yummylicious Cakes and light refreshments stalls

> Stalls include: =
Clothes, shoes. bags, toys, games, home décor, books,
crafts, gardening, CDs, DVDs, general bric-a-brac.
For any additional information, please contact
07912213286, Monday, Wednesday and Friday
between 3pm and Spm.

0’1 |
|

i

RS TS b
P Tt \@, Position: Goalkeeper
== 2026/27 Season (U13 - Year 8 from September)

Hemel Hempstead
L& All abilities welcome - enthusiasm and commitment are key!

+” Join a friendly, supportive team environment
+ FA qualified coaching
«” Great opportunity to develop and enjoy football

Interested? Get in touch now to arrange a trial!

. Nick Hill
B4 CONTACT US: R, 57472 384368
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