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                        Easter Liturgy  

We all knew in school that this five week half term would go by quicklyéand so it did! And here we 
are on the last day of the Spring Term, and roughly two thirds of the way through the school year. We 
are still in the solemn season of Lent, with crosses and statues covered by purple cloth in church and 
the omission of the óalleluiaô in the Mass. We call this to mind each day in school with our two-minute 
SiLent observance. I had some visitors in school on Wednesday and it was lovely for them to witness 
the school falling silent for those two minutes - a tangible sign of the schoolôs commitment to its     
Catholic faith. That said, it is difficult to avoid joyful activity; every week there is something to           
celebrate in school. 
 
At the beginning of the week we had our first Chamber Choir Easter concert, held in St Markôs church, 
under the directorship of Mrs Metcalfe and accompanied on piano by Fr David, Parish Priest of Hemel 
West. It was a beautiful evening with high quality singing, interspersed with reflections on the Easter 
story and prayer. On the same evening many other JFK students were showcasing their talents, hard 
work and commitment to service. This was the annual Dragonsô Apprentice Final - the culmination of 
a challenge that is a great tradition at JFK. Although still referred to as a Dacorum event, it has in    
recent years been opened up to schools from outside the area, notably Harpenden. As is also a       
tradition here, we entered four teams into this yearôs challenge. I am delighted to announce that JFK 
won three of the awards on the night, including óoverall winnersô! This is a magnificent achievement 
and my congratulations go to all involved, especially because of the huge amount of money raised for 
charities. Further details are shared below. 
 
The term ended with our Easter liturgy, which presents the Stations of the Cross in a dramatic form 
(see photo above). Our Chamber Choir added musical accompaniment to the action on stage and   
reflections and prayers accompanied the freeze-frame images of each station. My thanks and        
congratulations go to all involved, and in particular to Mya Joshi in Year 9, who directed the acting. 
The liturgy ended with prayers for our school community and beyond, focusing especially on prayers 
for members of our school community who have died recently: members of staff Yunus Docrat and 
David Roberts, and former student Antoni Ochmanski. We prayed for the happy repose of their souls. 
Indeed, the message of the liturgy is one of hope in the resurrection, that we will be celebrating in just 
over a weekôs time, at Easter. 
 
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your support for JFK over the past term and wish you and 
your family a very happy Easter! 
 
I look forward to welcoming the students back to school on Monday 13th April for the start of the   
Summer Term. 
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       Mr Wainman -  Assistant Director of Sixth Form   

                     

 

This week, some of our Year 12 students were fortunate enough to visit one of the University of        

Cambridge colleges in the heart of Cambridge city centre: Gonville and Caius College. 

 

The day began with a talk from an admissions tutor, where students gained valuable insight into what 

the university looks for in applicants, what is considered in the application, as well as what to expect 

from the interview process. This was followed by a Q&A session, giving students the opportunity to ask 

questions directly to those who review thousands of applications each year, to help them better         

understand what makes a candidate stand out. 

 

To conclude the morning, current university students led another Q&A, answering questions about life 

at the college, student culture, and the wide range of societies and clubs available. The campus tour 

took place in beautiful weather, with students exploring the grounds, library, and dining halls, where 

they also enjoyed lunch. 

 

The day finished with a taster lecture in either economics or international law, both of which were             

thoroughly enjoyed by those who attended. 

 

Overall, it was an insightful and engaging trip that the students greatly enjoyed. 

  Year 12 University of Cambridge Visit  
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     Mr Joyce - Director of Sixth Form          

                         UCAS Discovery Exhibition Visit  

The Year 12 students from John F Kennedy Catholic School recently attended the UCAS           
Discovery Exhibition at ExCeL London, gaining valuable insight into their future pathways. 

The UCAS Convention is a large-scale event designed to support students as they begin making 
decisions about life after sixth form. It brings together universities, apprenticeship providers, and 
employers from across the UK, giving students the opportunity to explore courses, career options, 
and entry routes, as well as speak directly with experts and current students. 

Throughout the day, JFKôs Year 12 cohort demonstrated excellent engagement, approaching the 
experience with maturity and enthusiasm. Students actively interacted with exhibitors, asked 
thoughtful questions, and made the most of the wide range of opportunities available to them. 

Feedback from the trip was overwhelmingly positive, with many students highlighting how useful it 
was in helping them clarify their ideas for the future. The visit has provided a strong foundation as 
they begin to consider their next steps. 

We now look forward to continuing to support our students as they build on this experience and 
move confidently towards their future education and career pathways. 
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     Mr Joyce - Director of Sixth Form          

  

The Dragonsô Apprentice Challenge is a local enterprise programme that gives students the               
opportunity to experience real-world business. Teams are each given a small start-up loan and 
matched with both a business mentor and a local charity. Their task is to create and run a                 
fundraising initiative, developing skills such as teamwork, leadership, budgeting, marketing, and                   
communication - all while raising money for good causes. At the end of the programme, teams 
pitch their journey and results to a panel of ñdragons,ò competing for a range of awards. 

This year, JFK entered four teams - the highest number of any participating school. Across         
Hertfordshire, 19 teams initially took part, with 17 teams successfully completing the project from 9 
schools. 

JFKôs teams delivered an exceptional performance: 

¶ Team Genesis raised an incredible Ã3,791, supported by The Gym Group and Sunnyside Rural 
Trust 

 
¶ Interstellar raised Ã1,222, working with Christy Woodgate (DBC) and Hemel Hempsteadôs 
Heather Club 

 
¶ Goonies raised Ã1,190, partnered with Hybrid Software Helix Ltd and Hospice of St Francis 
 
¶ Youth in Motion raised Ã2,195, supported by JHP Electrical and Gaddesden Riding for the Disa-
bled Association 

 

Together, JFK students raised a remarkable Ã8,399, contributing to an overall total of Ã28,943 
across all schools. 

John F Kennedy Catholic School celebrates another outstanding year in the 
Dragonsô Apprentice Challenge, run by Community Action Dacorum. 
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While the fundraising totals were impressive, the individual achievements were even more          
noteworthy. Interstellar won the award for Greatest Social Impact, recognising their meaningful 
contribution to the community. Team Genesis enjoyed an exceptional evening, winning both Best 
Business Plan and the top honour, Dragonsô Apprentice Champion. 

The school is incredibly proud of every student involved, not only for the money raised but for the 
wide range of employability and life skills developed throughout the challenge. 

The Dragonsô Apprentice programme has been running for around 13 years, with JFK involved in 
11 of those years. During that time: 

¶ 298 students have taken part 
 
¶ A collective Ã184,074 has been raised across the programme 
 
¶ JFK alone has contributed an impressive Ã56,233 

 

A huge congratulations goes to all teams for their dedication, creativity, and success in what has 
been another fantastic year. 
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           Mrs Metcalfe - Music Department  

It has been a wonderful and fun-packed few weeks in the Music Department. Friday saw the Rock 

Festival take place during the day - Year 9 enjoyed a performance in the hall given by Mr Suddick, Mr 

Lawlor and Mr Fishwick . In between the music they chatted on stage about their experiences as             

musicians to help enthuse and encourage the next generation. The morning's presentation was made 

complete with a superb performance delivered by Riverside, one of the Year 13 bands. They wowed 

the audience and showed how dedication and practise leads to great things.  

Throughout the day all the competing bands rehearsed for the evening Battle of the Bands . With 

three categories - Best Newcomers Band, Best KS3 Band and Best KS4/5 Band - there was a lot to 

play for. The Rock Orchestra rehearsed too for their performance as a part of the evening                 

entertainment.  

At 7:00pm the hall was packed with excited family and friends and the Battle was underway . The    

atmosphere was one of support for each other along with some healthy competition . The fans 

cheered on their bands and Mr Suddick compered the evening which culminated in the judges final 

decisions. Mr Graham Thomson and Mr Palumbo had the very difficult decisions to make and the final 

results were :  

 

 

 

¶ Best Newcomers Band : The Ninjas 

¶ Best KS3 Band - The Static Band  

¶ Best KS 4/5 Band - Riverside  

 

Photo Above - Celebrating the success of the musicians.  
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           Mrs Metcalfe - Music Department  



INSPIRE ACHIEVE SERVE  

 a¦{L/ 

                                      

           Mrs Metcalfe - Music Department  

Monday evening saw the Chamber Choir perform an evening of music and prayer for Lent . They sung 

five stunning choral pieces including a beautiful setting of Amazing Grace and For the Beauty of the 

Earth by John Rutter. The Song for Peace was a poignant addition and with a Taize chat between the 

prayers the evening was one of stillness and reflection. Father David accompanied the choir on the 

piano and afterwards joined us all for refreshments . The gathering in the Parish Room was joyous 

with the chamber choir, their family and friends, all enjoying some social time together.  

 

Summer Concert - save the date! 

Monday 29th June 2026 - Bands, Chamber Choir , Orchestra, Solos - a celebration of everyone who 

takes part in all ensembles in the Music Department.  

If you have not taken part yet then please come along after the Easter Holiday . There is something on 

every lunchtime , all starting 1.45pm  

Monday - Year 7 Singers 

Tuesday - Chamber Choir  

Wednesday - Orchestra 

Wednesday - 3.30 - 4.15pm ABRSM Music Theory tuition 

Thursday -  Recording Studio  

Friday - Rock Bands  

 

Music Super Curricular challenge starts after Easter - for all year groups and the new music Instagram 

account . Watch this space ! 
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                                             Snowdrop Project  

Last week we saw the culmination of all our hard work investigating the DNA links between snowdrop 

species. We visited the Wellcome Campus near Cambridge where Dr Sarah Dyer, the Non-vertebrate 

Genomics Team Leader at EMBL-EBI, led a fascinating workshop on bioinformatics. Students were 

shown how to compare their DNA sequences with other known DNA sequences to enable links to be 

made. Unfortunately only one of our samples yielded enough data to enable it to be ómappedô,             

however weôve still been able to contribute new data to the snowdrop phylogenetic tree. Students also 

enjoyed a guided tour of the Wellcome Genome Campus where they learnt about the fascinating    

history of the mapping of the human genome and how the Wellcome institute is at the forefront of 

global research. This was an extraordinary opportunity for the students to engage with real-world    

science and they were fantastic ambassadors for JFK!  
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           Mrs Powell - Librarian  

We're celebrating another successful reading challenge at the Library with a competition suggested 

by Year 9 student Lily Kelly. Twenty two students across Years 7 - 10 read almost 150 books and        

between them were awarded Easter treat bags, creme eggs and Easter eggs! I've been really       

encouraged to see students branch out to read genres they haven't tried before.  

A particular hit has been the graphic novel of Corrie Ten Boom's life. Corrie was held at                

Ravensbruck concentration camp for hiding Jews in her family home during the Holocaust but she 

survived and was able to eventually forgive those who had treated her so badly. Hers is an amazing 

story of bravery and faith, beautifully brought to life in the graphic novel format. After reading it,     

Arabella in Y8 said "The best book I have read. I really recommend this book as it is great for people 

who like comics and if they want to branch out then this is a great place to start. The drama makes it 

exciting and made me keep reading." 

Other favourite books which have been in demand have included Flight: The Complete History of 

Aviation and Teen Skin Care. I look forward to adding more books after the Easter holidays as the 

Library's collection continues to reflect the students' requests.  

I'm excited to launch Book Club after Easter when we hope to meet weekly and chat about the 

books we're reading, including the Spark! Book Award entries for this year's book judging                

competition. Book Club is open to all years and already there's a good amount of interest.  

                          Reading Challenge Competition  
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           Mrs Jenkins -  Careers        

                     

 

Over the past two weeks, we have been fortunate to host two engaging careers talks for our       

students. 

Year 10 welcomed an Early Careers Manager from Tesco, who spoke about the wide range of   

opportunities available from age 16 onwards, including apprenticeships, graduate schemes, and 

internships. As one of the UKôs largest employers, with its Head Office based in Hertfordshire, it 

was invaluable for students to gain insight into how a career can develop within such a               

well-established organisation. 

Year 11 students also benefited from hearing from former student Daniel, who is currently in the 

second year of his apprenticeship at Whitestar Electrical. He shared his experiences of day-to-day 

life as an apprentice and offered a helpful comparison with the college route, giving students a    

realistic perspective on the different pathways available after school. 

These talks have provided students with important insights into future career options and the            

variety of routes they can take beyond Year 11. 

Job of the week  

Business Start-Up Fundamentals Events  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TsgsWl-0m2Y
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/business-start-up-fundamentals-tickets-1984633217378
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       Spring Smiles and Brainy Battles: A Huge Thank You! 

It has been a whirlwind of activity for the School Association lately, and we are still buzzing from the 

energy of our recent community events. From high-stakes trivia to sweet surprises, here is a look at 

what weôve been up to. 

Quiz Night Success 

Our recent Quiz Night was a resounding success! The hall was packed with parents, staff, and friends 

all vying for the top spot. Our fantastic Quiz Master, Deric Newman, kept the energy high and the 

questions challenging, covering everything from pop culture to local JFK facts with some Rock and 

Roll Bingo and the every popular óheads and tailsô 

While the "healthy competition" was fierce we are delighted to announce that The Teachersô Table 

has claimed the trophy once again! Rumour has it the staff are already polishing the silverware in the 

staffroom.  

100 Golden Tickets: The Easter Egg Draw 

This week, we wanted to spread a little extra joy across the entire student body. The School            

Association was delighted to donate 100 chocolate Easter eggs for a special school-wide prize draw. 

To keep things fair and exciting, every single studentôs name was entered into the hat. On Wednesday 

morning, the lucky 100 winners were announced. The atmosphere during the collection was          

wonderful; seeing the genuine surprise and excitement on the students' faces was a real highlight for 

us. 

The students were incredibly grateful, and it was lovely to see that "Easter cheer" spreading through 

the corridors as they headed off with their prizes. 

A Final Note 

Events like these are only possible because of your continued support and the hard work of our       

volunteer parents. Whether you donated a prize, bought a quiz ticket, or helped set up tables, thank 

you for making our school community so vibrant. 

  Mrs Bailey -  Deputy Headteacher       


