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I began Monday morningôs staff meeting with a reference to Mothersô Day and expressed the hope 
that all the mums on the staff had enjoyed a day on which all their hard work in that role had been   
appreciated by their children! The date of Mothersô Day will vary each year, but it will always be on the 
4th Sunday of Lent, known as Laetare Sunday - laetare meaning órejoiceô. Lent is an austere time, 
with its focus on reviewing our lives and bringing us closer to God. But, having now reached the     
midpoint of Lent, Laetare Sunday is meant to interrupt this penitential period of time and give          
everyone a day of celebration. This is signified by the priest wearing rose pink vestments, which he 
does only twice during the Churchôs year.  
 
The theme of this week was óvisionô, chosen because of its link with the Sunday readings and it links 
with a theme from a couple of weeks ago. The Gospel reading, from St John, was quite long and    
complex and I benefitted from the priestôs explanation of what its key messages were. It told the story 
of Jesus curing a man who had been blind since birth, restoring his sight, and the post-miracle       
analysis by the Pharisees - the experts in the religion of the time. In terms of context, this manôs     
blindness was considered a punishment from God for some kind of sin, and anyone helping the man 
on the Sabbath was contravening the rules of the religion, which forbade work on this special day of 
the week. 
 
I understood that this Gospel reading is about the way in which we see and perceive other people. 
The healing of the blind man is actually incidental to Jesusô key message. He is confronting the     
stubborn attitudes of the bystanders, who believe there is nothing good in the man - he is a sinner, 
and by helping him, Jesus is a sinner too. Their minds are completely closed to any other possibilities. 
However, we learn that God does not see as human beings see. Human beings look at appearances, 
but God looks at the heart. And the Gospel encourages Christians to do likewise - to look beyond    
appearances and outward signs. For we know that the best way to look at the heart is to look with the 
heart. 
 
The message to our students this week was about vision and how we can contribute to a better     
community by having the clarity of vision explained by Jesus - to look with kindness and compassion, 
with understanding and a spirit of reconciliation, as we look beyond external appearances and see the 
good within. 

                Laetare Sunday 
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Last week, John F. Kennedy Catholic school celebrated British Science Week. A national event to     
highlight and recognize the importance of science in our lives, with this yearôs theme being óCuriosityô. 
As ever, the science department pulled out all the stops and laid on events for our students to get      
involved with.  
 
Lunchtime saw our ever popular daily clubs, which included a moss safari, rainbow science, fire writing 
and to end the week, dissection club. Students had the opportunity to look in a sheepôs skull and learn 
about the structure of a sheepôs heart.  
 
Tuesday was a Year 8 drop down day, in which students researched, built and tested out                  
modifications to wind turbines. The aim of the day was for students to understand more about           
renewable energy and how their choices can impact our environment and the sustainability of our future 
energy sources. At the end of the day students had completed a poster presentation which was         
delivered to a panel of judges. It was wonderful to see the quality of work, the effort that had been put in 
and the understanding shown by all the students involved.  
 
Wednesday saw Year 7 take part in their STEM drop down day, investigating the flight of a bottle     
rocket. Students planned, designed and built their rockets and despite some extremely windy weather 
that did hamper the rocketsô flight, fun was had by all. They also produced some fantastic work by the 
end of the day, presenting their posters confidently and with much enthusiasm. There was even a     
human size paper rocket built by some members of 7J! Our judges were suitably impressed.  
We had a visitor in for year ten, an engineer from Airbus Defence and Space and a STEM ambassador. 
She gave a fascinating talk on the use of digital twins in the design and use of mechanical parts. It was 
an excellent insight into science in the real world and opened Year 10sô eyes to the careers available in 
engineering and product design.  
 
Friday was our annual dress up day for the science team - this yearôs theme was planets. For guessing 
which planet the teachers had dressed up as, students received house point stickers to add to their 
BSW reward card. We have had over two hundred cards submitted for the lucky dip so far. Which, with 
six stickers per card, represents nearly 1300 times that students have done something extra special in 
science this week. Students have until Monday 23rd March to submit their cards to a science teacher to 
be in with a chance for a prize.  
 
Thank you to all the science teachers for their stellar efforts, and particularly our science technicians, 
without whom this week would not happen.  


