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                         Thirst  

The theme of the week was drawn from last Sundayôs Gospel reading that presented the story of  
Jesus meeting the woman at the well. In a typically counter-cultural manner Jesus engaged in      
conversation with a woman - which men would not do in public unless they were related - and     
moreover a woman who was a Samaritan - a group that Jews would have nothing to do with. The 
encounter started with a simple request for a drink of water to quench his thirst and developed into 
an exploration of a desire for a more powerful support for oneôs life: faith in God. 
 
We are blessed to live in a country where clean water flows so easily. Nowadays itôs very easy to 
take this for granted. But I have memories of a time before this convenience. When I was young I 
spent many summer holidays going to Ireland to visit my grandmotherôs family. We stayed with my 
great grandmother, who lived in a small village in Wexford. We would have to get water by walking to 
the centre of the village, where there was a communal pump - there was no running water in her 
home. This was an exciting novelty for me and my brother. Not so exciting were the toilet facilities - a 
potty under the bed and an outside toilet in the garden - with no running water, of course! We all    
understand the importance of water to our lives. We can survive without food for 70 days but only 5 
days without water. This is why there are agencies focused on bringing clean water supplies to often 
the poorest parts of the world. So using a metaphor of a thirst for something is a very powerful      
expression, because we can all relate to a thirst for water. 
 
So how should we use this metaphor in school? Well, most obviously a thirst for knowledge. In   
keeping with the current government view of the curriculum we want to move students from being 
novices to experts in their subjects. We want a culture of students being committed to learning -   
gaining knowledge and skills in a range of disciplines that will serve them well as they engage in the 
adult world of their future. However, in a Catholic school there is something else we want for our    
students: a thirst for faith in their lives - a thirst for God. For those already of the faith, we offer an   
opportunity to further develop their understanding of it and for daily practice. For those not of the faith 
we aim to present a compelling case for the Christian values at work in our everyday lives. This we 
can encourage through our daily prayer opportunities, in moments of stillness and silence and 
through the constant promotion of our mission statement; to inspire, to achieve, to serve. It is our aim 
to ensure there is a deep well to draw from at JFK. 
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The much-anticipated Year 11 Spanish study trip to Valencia took place over a long weekend, and 

itôs fair to say it was worth the wait! 

Students took in the sights of Valencia in the drizzle, visiting the cathedral, seeing the Holy Grail, 

and climbing the Miguelete Tower to take in the views of the beautiful city. 

We navigated the public transport system to go to Europeôs biggest aquarium and took advantage of 

the sun on the beach. 

Lots of Spanish was spoken to the locals, lots of Spanish culture was enjoyed and some Spanish 

food was sampled, although most students chose the less authentic McDonalds. 

Thank you to everyone involved for such a memorable trip, the students were so enthusiastic and 

an absolute delight. A huge thank you to Mrs Perkins for working so hard behind the scenes to 

make sure the trip could go ahead and thank you to the staff who gave up their time (and sleep) to 

ensure it was a success. 

Mrs Wadsworth, Mrs Mitchell, Mrs Milton and Mr Wainman 

Year 11 Spanish Trip  

    Mrs Wadsworth -  MFL Department         


