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John F Kennedy Cat

27t h February 2026

Wel c o me-hboapcekvyyeorenj oyed a | ovely half term week!

We have returned to schaobkol emhhpeséeadonf ds# OcLad aeyfsd airr

preparing for Easter. We are reminded of thegi Yhnge Kk

is quite common for people to associate Lent witjh g

giving up items such as chocol ate, cakes, crispsf, bl

I n | ast& SQonsdpaeyl reading we heard the account of esu

authority over al/|l the kingdoms of the world injret

presumably the inspiration for the kind of fastifng

know warned of using fasting for essendetdiiley woelll di

suggest a |l ess superficial approach to fasting: I i v

with our spending on ourselves, seeking @owctent fnemte

and focusing on the quality of our relationshipg, w

Lenten theme: prayer. Catholics are encouraged Huri

spend a bit more time on i-gi whege weceanamakeAsa] Spe

financi al S upoprorwe tcoanc hjausitt ygi ve of our time for Jthe
or emotional support.

So what are the key messages to take into the fofmr
T We need to engage in quality prayer time in tHfe m
silence, remembering that we are in a special Jsea
is committed to its support
T We dionneed to give up something for Lent. | nstjead
things in |ife and work hard to build strong el a
11 f you want to save money you woul d Isavfei nsepentff on
but alternatively give of your time to those h o
communrmake a di fference by your participation
T The overall aim of Lent i s-amdodathalbbrisgibygbes n@gl be
being kinder, being more helpful, and giving df o

Thanks to staff

I n our weekly staff meeting on a Monday, I al wayp re

support for various activities. This week | focuped

The Taste of Italy trip and the Ski Trip. These er e

have received from students and staff spoke of them

possible because of the willingness of staff to ead
commi t ment of the staff to make them happen
g Mr Ne-wHesadt eacher
All Saints . .
Catholic Academy Trust admi n @J f k. hert s S
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Pi ancavall o 2026

Whil e most people were still tucked wuspevienn bsetdu dgenn ta
six staff members were already gathering at Gafebr
unsociabl e hour, mor ale was high as we made thg dr
checked in and moving through the terminal i n ur

definitely made sure everyone in the airport knlew

After a shmowrt hf Itiwgpht | we touched down in Triestje,

l oaded onto the coach for the final l eg of theg jo
ascent into the mountai rop.enehlre acl iomb was vaerr 4 alg kd
that seemed to |l ead straight into the clouds. S W
of the windows became increasingly intendgel | widtjivat
just inches from the wheels. While the sceneryj was
faces and gripped armrests as we swung around he
be heard when we finally Il evelled out and pull gd u
OQur home for the week was fantastic, though wel] qui
entirely on carbohydrates. We enjoyed great fopd t
single meal, we are fairly certain most of wus rfjetu
The first morning in the resort of Piancavall o Jwas
heavy ski s, and navigating the snow for the fif st
the group ended up an hour | ate for their firs |
they | earned from the chaos, and by the second Jday
thirty minutes early.

Mr Pal ubhéputy Headteacher
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ancavallo itself was a hidden gem, nestl ed i t h
d perfectly groomed runs I't was the i pot
os while offering plenty of space for t n n
structor s, the transformation was incre o]
e" were carving down the mountain wit nc
e fun continued | ong after the |lifts closedf fol
arting with a karaoke night wher e Mr. Sit kowsk
rformance. This was followed by a firework Jand
gmeed sl edghegded muzha night to break up thdg pa
were incredibly lucky to have a full week off cr
e students were an absolute delight to take gway
hool Whi | st al | students were amazing, t he fst af
ni el Munt eanu and Zuzanna Janek received theJTop
ek and living out our school values of I nspife,
ier awards went to |Isabella Bignel!] and FranHkd So
final, massive thank you goes-tdromtthe mdlad ft fwiho
ccess: Mi ss Quar man, Mi ss Rodier e, Mr . Shul t 4, M
r more pictures of our amazing week follow tHhe |

Mr Pal ubhéputy Headteacher
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Lessons from AusicthoMiocza uPsrto jEedcutc at i onja |

We are incredibly proud to share that t wo of our
Feijao recently represented John F Kennedy Catpol.
|l ed by the Holocaust Educational Trust.

This profoundly moving educational programme fgi v
understanding of the Hol ocaust and to reflect fon

progr amme, Andrew and | sabella first attended] a
explored the historical cont ext of t he Hol ocaufst ,
for the visit

The visit tBi Muesemdoawi was an overwhelming and ddepl
Wal king through the site where over a million int
sharp and sobering focus. The scale of the atrjoci
the physical surroundings | eft a | asting impregsio
Throughout the wvisit, Andrew and | sabella conpduct
respect. They were superb ambassadors for our |sch
engaging meaningfully with the educational sesgion

Mr J o-ylxier ect or of Sixth Forfm
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FRIENDSHIP IN FAITH

We are delighted to celebrate the fantastic ac|
represented the school in the Hertfordshire at e
Chiltern District.

This is a renowned and highly respected compeffit.i
the county and operating under very strict ruffl es
competition is exceptionally high, making sucfess
Competing against a very strong field of t alfjent
performance and was-amnwairmdgrde s3sridv ep laacchei evement i n
environment

What makes this accomplishment even more remaff kat
and participation alongside his demanding acafemi
role in @&heesehboproduction of Shrek. Hi s de@li ca
excellence truly reflect the very best of ourf Six
We ar e hugely Br ostwc ceefs s Adaanmd t he maturity, con
demonstrated throughout the competition. He S @
community.

Mr Jo-YDece ector of Sixth Fdrm



Year 9 students wil/ shortly begin their KS4 JOpt.i
during an assembly on Friday morning. Duringfthe
options available to them, how choices may afff ect
they are unsur e.

Over t he coming weeks, student s wi || be suplpor
Achi evement Team, who wi I | help them reflect on
Opportunities wild!l be provided for questions di
informed and confident before making any deci i on

KS4 Options Evening on Tuwisbbhy ba8ra&éanMamplr 2@2gé o
students and parents/ carers to speak directl!l yf wi't

any questions ahead of the formal options prodqess
We | ook forward to seeing as many parents/ carfer s
working together to support pupils in making tjhe

Mr Sitk¥waki 9 Achi evement e ac
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Rot hamsted Visit

On Tuesday 10th February, 14 students were ifnvit
Resear ch, Harpenden to sequence the snowdrop JDNA
scho®F. Stephen Pearce, our STEM partner, gui led
enabled us to work out the sequence of basWe n t
also toured some of t hecgmteremlhloeid es o@ams whengat e
scientists grow the p$tamdenttsh etyh carroeu gshtl wd ye mjgdy e d
i mpressed by the QGuwreciaquencifraggcidadttd etsa sE Bl o w wiheoe n
wi || help us to process the data to allow us Jto
species

Studénitosught s on the day:

Mr s Davison an-dScMiesnsc eDi gby
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Pancakes!

This week7% hheadrefaun fl i pping pancakes fjor &

Mrs HorlBdedl Sci ence
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WORLD

BOOK
DAY

5 MARCH 2026

are |l ooking forward to World Book Day next eek

ok out for the picturesmeantai rhaltlu'rtele enleBrass ted & crre
Il l ende whintph e b-ueadewar diEmagter eggs! We' wiet ad
dents acBRossak¥Yegr part, but there's stildl pl gnty
ew wgekghe Library Instagram page was | aunjche:
ivities, new books TeencISkdbnn gdCadrree! ibneesCdlidradmifse rtal
bg David Dein) as well as fGmatasgi ¢tharti @mopky.
ter showing everything that Mr Townsend redgds
play table (thanks, SIlyvie Couldridge!) and th
ff read over 24 hours. These are great ways|fto
es, including reading eBooks and I istening 0 a

|l d Book Day vouchers are on offer at the Ligbra
ks before 15th March the Library is the plage t

Follow us on

Mr s Poweblkari an
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EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS AND PRACTICES T2: 2025-26

Passion and Progress for all Inspire, Achieve & Severe Be kind, work hard, no excesses

Corear 4 L [F] L (]
LUNCH 1.35pm — 2.20pm
FH PE Support Metball
Sessions MasterClass
DAMCE 5T COURTS
LT Da c o rCame GCSE Dance GCSE Dance
DAMCE STUDIO Imtervention Intervention
DAMCE ST DAMCE 5T
TJ r 7 Boys 1 T&E Girls ¥r10&Yr11
Football Basketball Boys Football
FIE N G'T'irl FIF I
MR K53 Rec Metball FPE Detentions
Badminton max 20 MasterClass
DAMNCE ST COURTS
TW/RP T&E Boys Y8&10 GEB
Basketball GYM
GYM (after Feb HT)
JUY Boys Rugby ¥r 8 & 10 Boys r @ Boys
FIELD Basketball Football
G'(r.:' = [
sC r & Boys All ¥rs Girls
Football Football
JM Gaelic Footba ™
FIELD
(after Feb HT)|
AFTER SCHOOL 3.20pm - 4.30pm
Da c o r Damce
3:30 - 4:30
Dance Studio LT

Mi ss RodrEeyepart ment
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NEW TRIPS €60MI NG
UCAS I nformation Dayea24tll2 Mamuadhn2 26
Sports ToQur R2®&Rt7 Year 7 and 8 studefpts

UPCOMI NG DAY TRI PS AND EVENTS

TRI PS

Mont hly I nstal menttsfaracdhuenoomn ht ier t he ol |

Val enci@t,h 6Mahr ch 2026
A Level Bi od3orgdy JRI/nTe, 210s2t6
Croft Fa+2m,t h2 2Jnudne 2026
Pilgrima8entiago de Compgéedst dul g, 28@26h une
GCSE Geograph8Qt H/Jiul Yoth026
Duke of Edinburgh 2026, Bronze and Si
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The Safeguarding Team

, Any Emai
GELECES Member of NEysyms Mrs Bailey mail .
Form Achievement Trusted staysafe@jfk.

Help us to make sure everyone is safe and able to flourish

At John F Kennedy Catholic School , safeqguardi g i
hard to ensure that every child feels safe, sufppol
Our safeguarding team plays a vital role in thjs
staff and external agencies to promot& rae scpuolntdguirbei
Students and families can reach outWet or etclognsjgteq
parents and carers ar e key partners i n saf eguar
themselves with our safeguarding approach, pofici
school website:

Safeguarding information and policies:
https://www. |fk.herts.sch.uk/ page/ ?title=Safeguar

et

+ 1

I n addition, the schwpdorptriorvei de s kfgo ra asdigueccendtus c @ s d
covering areas such as mental health, online spgf
Support for students and families:

https://www. |jfk.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=Suppoft
|l f you ever have a safeguarding concern, no maft
Concerns can be raised confidentially by emailf}n
staysafe@ fk. herts.sch. uk

Letting us know about concerns, however small h
when it is needed. Working closely with familigfps
school community where every child can fe sefcu

Mr s Mc KeEAgsiest ant HeadteachtPgr


https://www.jfk.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=Safeguarding&pid=82
https://www.jfk.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=Support+for+students+and+families&pid=100
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The
National
College’

Weob e delighted to | et you know that John F Kenfedy
Nati onaliaColwlvwetagkged nni ng online training providerf] fo

What does this mean for you?

As part of our me mber shi p, The National Col | efge

parents aimpdarctarceurlsarl y, around online safety an@l ke
Online safety advice on any topic

Of cour s e, st aff wi | | continue to teach childrken
accessibl e, the most effective approach to onl ne
and carers.

Th&t whye omow got harcdreesds® u ook e s |, expl ainer vi dejos

gui dtesupport your awareness of the online worlfjd.

Ti kTok and I nstagram to recognising the signs df o
Signing up I s easy

Signing up to the plathftarpm: Vi $ va8i mpil iconalltekod 1 ea Y cw
cat hekhoaodnd compl ete your det ai |l s. You wi l |l e @
det ai |l s. As you enter your details it is dGenpopt a
up, bylouget instant access to all training and rjsol
Downl oad the app for free

Another fantastic benefit of The National Col Ifjege
downl oad for free. It gives you access to all g hei
want .

You can downl oad the National Online Safety apdg us
L App store

L Googl e Pl ay

@éye al ways here to help

e National Coll ege has a brilliant s thped @r tc gtnd &
ovides a comprehensive bank of ams wernsd ttoh dmeagnts wk
oking for, yo

-5 44
[© R Bien piien 3

0 0 0 twaictBhl wahyesm.get i n

Mrs McKBEABBESt ant Headt eachdr


https://v2.nationalcollege.com/enrol/john-f-kennedy-catholic-school
https://v2.nationalcollege.com/enrol/john-f-kennedy-catholic-school
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos
https://help.nationalcollege.com/en
https://nationalcollege.com/contact-us
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BE SAFE.
BIKE SMART.

TSI ISSSS

Cycling to school is a great way f ord piunppiolrst Gtnd sttt
done safely

We strongly encourage all pupils who cycle to Jwea
greatly reduce the risk of serious head injuryj in
't is important that:

1 The hel met fits snugly and sits | evel on thgq he

1 Straps are fastened correctly every ti me

] The hel met is in good condition and has not bee

es are designed for one rider only. Carrfjyin
f a bike is unsafe and affects bal ance Jand
s and to make sensible decisions even i f ot |

The roads close to school can become particul ajrly
with cars, buses, and pedestrians all sharing @l in
follow road signs and signal s, and clearly siflgna
weave in and out of traffic or bet ween vehicljes,
increases the risk of an accident. Di stracti ons

avoi ded.

We ask that parents and carers to reinforce tjhes
roadwort hy, with working brakes, l'ights, and Jref
afternoons

Thank you for your continued support in helpinjg p!

Mr s Mc KeEAgsiest ant HeadteachtPgr



In t&ddygital worl d, apps are paade odhidwereyndjayTFl
creativity, entertainment, and soci al connectifjon.
parents and carers should be aware of.

Understanding the risks

Many apps <coll ect | arge amounts of per sonal dpt a,
children realising the implications Ot hers exJpos
whet her t hrough unfiltered vi-dener ataendongymestus.] cBt
harassment can also take place within these plfjatf
Vi ew.

Anot her concern is the presence of online predptol
to exploit children On top of this, the desigjh o
notifications and endless scrolling which can nt e
Financi al ri sks-amp s purexliadoet® swogtthe ifneat ures t ha C i
into spending money without fully understandi g t
harmless but are designed to hide conversationls o
of complexity for families.

Mr s Mc KeEAgsiest ant Headt eacher
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What parents and carers should | ook out for

When your <c¢h
i

d asks ®»o wbawrhl cadc sda dreew ngpm, fietwjkey
the app des e for

il
gned ?

i Does the ratings nsattacghe yoofu rmacthuirlidt y ?
9 How much personal data does it request?
9 Are the privacy settings easy to control ?

19 Does the platform have strong moderation and Jrep

f What is the community culture |ike?

You may al so want to cheapgphpwrehayestand whbe mbjke
are built in Exploring these factors together Jwit
al so builds digital |l iteracy, encouraging themf@jto

A trusted resource

To make tHingd eeasihecabatpletr st oget hdri@ndlgaguigar ¢ ot t |
platforms most commonly wused by children today. |t
and the potenti al ri sks to be aware of.
You can find t Hetfeulnle tigAwiadd & ePr(edidl 6. r ms
This resou e is ré&galraglliyalulped aweeyd ,t s ostiay i nf off mec

rc
and existing ones evolve.

The NSPCC website also contains hel pful -hatdtvp <:e/ fr eg
Www. nspcc. orghulk-blbeeapsmtien g/

Practical steps you can take

The most effective safeguard is open communi catji on
and take time to explore those apps togetibfeftl i Iget
houssch as at mealtimes or after bedtime. EncouUrag
behave inappropriately, and make sure | ocation Jsha
Apps can be positive spaces where young people fjl ea
and guidance, they can also present real ri sks. By
parents and carers and carers can empower <chil djr en

Mrs McKBEABBESt ant Headt eachdr


https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/apps-and-platforms/?paged=2&age_min=11&age_max=16&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
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Click here for t
i nformati on

All Saints %

Catholic Academy Trust



https://www.jfk.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=STAFF+RECRUITMENT&pid=71
https://www.jfk.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=STAFF+RECRUITMENT&pid=71
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At John F Kennedy Catholic school, we believe Jt ha
are fundamentally I|linked. Our ethos is to maxifmi s
achieve this, high attendance rates are essentifjal

expectation is that individual stude

Section 7 of The Edudatriecin s Aatr estraetsgonshht e or
children, of compul sory school ae, receive a guit
Section 444 of The Educatfi oan cAhcitl dc liesara bys esntta twvei§t htoh
parent is guillTthy sofi sam oftfre-icae | i abli |ihygt oméedst o
regul ar attendance. Sanctions can include a fife o
Hol i days during Term ti me

Aut horisation of absence for Holidays during tjerm
granted only in exceptional <circumstances.

Fines are enforceable for a child being absentf fr

per child for each parent, rising to A160 if pdid

Lateness

As stated in the school Attendance Policy:
0Students shoulflubhtoaedmhebellosehoul dat émaidn nign as @dh oo
|l essons. This means t hatti md ufdemtrse gsihoturl at iaacm.i vign i m
be | ate andstimdemtis <hoew! d sign in at Receptio S0
O0Avoidable | ateness beyond 9. 10 am ccaonn slteigtaultleys fpuen at
of an offence by the parent/ carer

0Those students who arrive very | atwd | (lafntodr b%®. BC ed
an attendance. Their absebhberwislkeld Ghdr af di €éfleegnt
di stinguishhobemwhopaneS$Stuaps wi | | be takenswypdjhte

of parents/ carers to correct utnhpousnec tsutaudent s whdq ar



INSPIREACHIEVESERVE

Majt t e

t

fference Whier e |

Di

a

Ma k e

r

a Foundation Governgeg

Become

children
c al communi

i ng
I o
L oFcoauln decademda@dumpomnd s 0 &

need.

p

about hel
your

strengt hen
our

t o
j o
we

Are you passionate
experience

peopl e to n
exactly who

Local

The

direction

and

ngs
t s

t eachi

S

acade
i ncl u

©

)

u-
i

— B .
T« 0 > n T

P W ed
c Bo _©

— 0T ® >
TSoB8Bm oo
—aoaSo oo
ocnB8wm _ .«
o ® ©
2O c_ oon
D Bao o

o)rem O —_— -
.cYo sc
w._5S5— 00
o. 3 N
cs<o O on
- n®c S
we .. o R

o Q >0
© —_— - N = C
c .coo._ ._
T >0 4= e —

mr e
Qvounwunwawn
0 o OO0 &= — o
noovcceco o
T®>v e 50 -
— OO - 0OC .
S0 >co0acon =
Sc 000 o O =
Vo0 <<un._—
+— [ © (&) )
Ne-C un_—_T OD.—

0O ®._cc_ o
— > S ®.—0 _
Scooa « o
w— O ® C — O 0
L. 0. 0 0O 4=
—NO0> @ w hln
—_ N > o o C S
C._TO>E o0 .

o

- = - W

atholics p I

our al u

|l ent edudqat.i

pri theteeadreahidmsued s ga

d 1

C
omot e
el

D O

school

S

problfem.

governance experience? No

previous

N o

gu

ters most is ydqur
ibhbment Fubl ouraschoog)

C® men

and

wel come paelolp | bea cf kbgorimoautn dnsa t
to |l earn, Q
provided.

ness
ar e

We

next page

See



INSPIREACHIEVESERVE Y

9/ ha9 ! Ch,; b5!1¢Lhb

Wed e especially keen to hear from people w
1 Care deeply about the well being and dev
1 Share and suppmortoutndeatd omoa@alnd val ues

1 Can think strategically and ask thought
1 Bring experience from any profession or
1 Want to make a meaningful, Il asting cont
What dylougai n:

1 A rewarding |l eadership role with real [
1 New skills in strategy, education, fina
1 Opportunities to work with dedicated sc
1 A chance to give back and shape the fut

Ti me commit ment :

Ar oueh8meet i ngs per year, plus some school

(OJ

- 00T
® O MDD

oo —
cC S
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Road Safety

Parents/ Carers are reminded about the i mporjtan
of points you may wish to discuss with your] ch
T The i mportance of crossing ' ' LS
Usi@igt her a zebra or pelica ef e

T Avoid crossing behind parke
T Never run out into the roact

T Be aware of yourt ager roaun deii

and stop tal king wi t h fr he
whemnr os ¢gihreg road

1T Have reflective items on | a -

1T1f cycling, follow the same instruction ajlnd
have | ights on your bike and wear a hel me a
Di sabl ed Parking Zones

Pl ease can we ask that th iIng
| ocated along Holl ybush L4gn a )
are marked on the path a tjo b
accessed by | ocal resi dentj]s

JFK enjoys good relationships with o
Pl ease be mi ndf ul of dri veways and

nei ghbouring roads i f dropping off/p
D U I
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Appoint ments During School

Pl ease try to avoid making medical | appdi sf mes
possi bl e, pl ease alert the Year Team via ejmai
email / screenshot at | east 24 hours in advanjce.
I f your child does -airereadn geod | neeadviec aflo ra pap op rngjme n
they are aware of the time and date of t he a |
reception to be collected. There have been Ja n
staff have had to search for a student in ofrde
|l 1l ness During the School Day
We have seen an increase in students <callijfg
schoAhy student feeling unwell during the gchc
where they wil/l be seen by a medically traijned
children the i mportance of the school cont ajct i
can cause parents unnecessary worry which e w
Guidance from Public Health ng
Di arrhoea and vomiting: exclusfjon
and 48hours after the | agt s
|l s my child too il for schgol”

NHS advice about when to kegp



