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John F Kennedy Cat

9t h January 2026

e Feast of the

And behold, the star that they had seen when it ose
where the child was When they saw the star, the re
house, they saw the child with Mary, his mother, fand
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold andg fr
Matt hewl?2: 9
The new term started on Tuesday with&amh&ptclph al
| i-ver eamed into classrooms across the school sfi t e
the arrival of the Magi in Bethlehem to pay hd@mag
frankincense and myrr h, have been Wwnddr 6§t eogntt c
gol-csymbolising his k|-nsg)srhbqol|sf|rnagnkh|n$eplmboh|sng
humanity and foretelling his dying for our sirns
and receiving of gifts nd in the birth of JeSS\
us i mportant |l essons for the conduct of our I § ve:
invited us to use this poignant occasi on, at thhe
achieve i n i f e; wh at wi || bring us ful fil melht ?
St atement : Il nspire, Achi eve, Serve By striving t
out of thei-rmpcboviohdalpeth themselves and the sgEhoc
new year resolutions I hope that our studentffs h
returned to school ready and willing to give tjhei
weets me we will be celebrating JFK Day and wil b
have fully embraced the ethos of the school ifn t
studi es, cont-cubutcohat oaexitviati es and part|C| pat i
|l ook forward to celebrating these students
Foll owing the Year 9 First Give Final, whi ch tjook
was featured in the | ast newsl etter, I have rdcei
written to each Form Group, complimenting themjfjon
is wonderful t hat he has taken the time to wrfte
individual approaches to their projects and prfai s
area Here are extracts from two of his letter
fCongratul ations on a fantastic projecd. You are B cr
ivrou have shown that young people in Hemel Hempstgkad

channgaeker s 0t oday.

David Tayljor
Me mber of Parl i ament fbr F

‘ Mr Ne-WHesadt eacher
All Saints 7r . .
Catholic Academy Trust admi n @J f k. hert sf. s
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David TayiLorcaMP t @ Gl obal

This week we were delighted to welcome David JTay
enri chment session withl oua-rdingd hgFoamk st Ddeng@s e>
wor k of an MP |l inks |l ocalmaks agesantdo imateiromaljoda
beginning with the practical support MPdagnd their
Students | ed an excellent Q&A, asking thoughtp ul
i mmi gration, the NHS, school funding, and wide gl
devel opment s rel ati nige tgr aVerdaeazuetloa) Dawed f or gi v
questions and helping students to understand he
i ssues in the current climate.

Mr Wai n&iaxt h For m
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Year 10 Chef Mastercl ass

This week saw the return of Chef Andy from est
masterclass session for our second group of Yepr |
breast stuffed with Spinach and Emmental. Than y o

West Herts
College

Mrs PaFked Science
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JFK Qualifies for the County Ckp

Congratul ations to the Year -0Qli boybeeF@ouhakl Cuepal
now go through to the quarter final s. We | | don
An excellent team performance!

PE Depart ment
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EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS AND PRACTICES T2: 2025-26

Passion and Progress for all Inspire, Achieve & Severe Be kind, work hard, no excesses

Corear 4 L [F] L (]
LUNCH 1.35pm — 2.20pm
FH PE Support Metball
Sessions MasterClass
DAMCE 5T COURTS
LT Da c o rCame GCSE Dance GCSE Dance
DAMCE STUDIO Imtervention Intervention
DAMCE ST DAMCE 5T
TJ r 7 Boys 1 T&E Girls ¥r10&Yr11
Football Basketball Boys Football
FIE N G'T'irl FIF I
MR K53 Rec Metball FPE Detentions
Badminton max 20 MasterClass
DAMNCE ST COURTS
TW/RP T&E Boys Y8&10 GEB
Basketball GYM
GYM (after Feb HT)
JUY Boys Rugby ¥r 8 & 10 Boys r @ Boys
FIELD Basketball Football
G'(r.:' = [
sC r & Boys All ¥rs Girls
Football Football
JM Gaelic Footba ™
FIELD
(after Feb HT)|
AFTER SCHOOL 3.20pm - 4.30pm
Da c o r Damce
3:30 - 4:30
Dance Studio LT

Mi ss RodrEeyepart ment
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Super Curricul um
s

We are so impressed with the passion we see or
chall enge our students who have a |l ove for spojt
foster |l earning beyond the classroom. OQur Supefr C
exciting opportunity to extend | earning beyondj] th
and develop independent and reflective | earnefs \
around them Al l information wil/l be present eq on
Luck to alll our students who are attempting tapgks

Santa Run Leaderboard

Well done to our quickest 2Plleaas et isme rtihren eress uflftesm

Girl s Boys
lsGy ace 7. 1stA) den 7. 21 7F

2nd&E)|l se 8. 2ndenni s 7.30 7 K
AN )R ENECENCE 3+ Ca mp b el | /. 45 7 H

4t DRi sy : 4t Rpman 7: 46 7D
CHSN DR 5t Har ri son 8. 01 7D

CE Q- RA-RNONS 6t Pt ri ck §. 23 7 K
7t Npeve 11. 7t Zpc 8. 27 8D

8t k)i zabeth 8t ames 8. 3|7 10H

9t M) | dr ed . 9t Brck 8.38 10H

MORE: DN | OtFhr)ank Fojft 8. 40 10

Monday 12t h-Glyammuwasrtyi cs GCSE Asse
Tuesday 13t-hyedaanuledr \Wet bal |l v Af
Wednesday l1l4t¥YedanbaNgt ball

Wednesday l4t¥Medman@aNgtball

Mi ss RodrEeyepart ment
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APPRENTICESHIP FAIR Z
e
Wednesday 11 February 4pm - 6pm - o)
From understanding apprenticeships to learningfwha
your application, this fair is a great oppor tjuni
answered by the experts. Join live sessions wi h €
their representatives to achieve your dream appgren
To register for the Fair please use this [|Iink
Empl oyers
Durham County Cownci
A&O Shear man E ON R &lo'h
ACCA ' Royal Ball ¢t &
EDF Scottish P@wer
Al di EY Tar mac
AON GKN Aerospace Unilever
Astrazeneca Hi Ll Group Wat es
KP MG RS M
BBC Metropolitan POIiL%?ng O' Rodr ke
British Airways National Grid Jaguar Land Ro
British Ar my NESO
CMS RAF

Early YearbBboCé@ometking Big

Sessions included are:

M How t o use Al successfull y pPiar enppsl iacnadt icaanrser s fses
f Day in the |ife: educationapprenticeships and ho
1 Degree apprenticeships applications

f Everything you need to kngwaabaduwmt tapeprldarftei:c eesnfgii pne
f How to ace your written apgpliifccatoiforan apprentifce:
f How to ace interviews and féadsosne Ssomentndc eemtdr easc ef y o
f How to showcase your skill sxiprerapmlciecati ons

f Understanding the differenftWhlagv elos exfp eaxpp rf erotny a eh-
ships process

T SEND and apprenticeships

Mrs Jenkaneer s


https://webapp.spotme.com/login/eventspace/apprenticeship-fair
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The Safeguarding Team

, Any Emai
GELECES Member of NEysyms Mrs Bailey mail .
Form Achievement Trusted staysafe@jfk.

Help us to make sure everyone is safe and able to flourish

At John F Kennedy Catholic School , safeqguardi g i
hard to ensure that every child feels safe, sufppol
Our safeguarding team plays a vital role in thjs
staff and external agencies to promot& rae scpuolntdguirbei
Students and families can reach outWet or etclognsjgteq
parents and carers ar e key partners i n saf eguar
themselves with our safeguarding approach, pofici
school website:

Safeguarding information and policies:
https://www. |fk.herts.sch.uk/ page/ ?title=Safeguar

et

+ 1

I n addition, the schwpdorptriorvei de s kfgo ra asdigueccendtus c @ s d
covering areas such as mental health, online spgf
Support for students and families:

https://www. |jfk.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=Suppoft
|l f you ever have a safeguarding concern, no maft
Concerns can be raised confidentially by emailf}n
staysafe@ fk. herts.sch. uk

Letting us know about concerns, however small h
when it is needed. Working closely with familigfps
school community where every child can fe sefcu

Mr s Mc KeEAgsiest ant HeadteachtPgr


https://www.jfk.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=Safeguarding&pid=82
https://www.jfk.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=Support+for+students+and+families&pid=100

INSPIREACHIEVESERVE Y

{ YL ¢wLt HAHC

Ski |l nf ormation Evening Monday p2t
There will be a meeting about the s7%.i0OWwoiup ahreel @ nivn
to attend with your child to helaoroki nfipoorrwaarndt tion flsoeren

Mr Pal uDebpput vy Headt eacher
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Wednesday 4" and
Thursday 5" February
2025 @ 7.00pm

g Tickets available via Wisepay

d
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BE SAFE.
BIKE SMART.

TSI ISSSS

Cycling to school is a great way f ord piunppiolrst Gtnd sttt
done safely

We strongly encourage all pupils who cycle to Jwea
greatly reduce the risk of serious head injuryj in
't is important that:

1 The hel met fits snugly and sits | evel on thgq he

1 Straps are fastened correctly every ti me

] The hel met is in good condition and has not bee

es are designed for one rider only. Carrfjyin
f a bike is unsafe and affects bal ance Jand
s and to make sensible decisions even i f ot |

The roads close to school can become particul ajrly
with cars, buses, and pedestrians all sharing @l in
follow road signs and signal s, and clearly siflgna
weave in and out of traffic or bet ween vehicl d4s,
creases the risk of an accident. Di stractions fuc|
ed.

We ask that parents and carers to reinforce these
worthy, with working brakes, l'ight s, and reflfject
noons

Thank you for your continued support in helpinjg p!

Mr s Mc KeEAgsiest ant HeadteachtPgr



In t&ddygital worl d, apps are paade odhidwereyndjayTFl
creativity, entertainment, and soci al connectifjon.
parents and carers should be aware of.

Understanding the risks

Many apps <coll ect | arge amounts of per sonal dpt a,
children realising the implications Ot hers exJpos
whet her t hrough unfiltered vi-dener ataendongymestus.] cBt
harassment can also take place within these plfjatf
Vi ew.

Anot her concern is the presence of online predptol
to exploit children On top of this, the desigjh o
notifications and endless scrolling which can nt e
Financi al ri sks-amp s purexliadoet® swogtthe ifneat ures t ha C i
into spending money without fully understandi g t
harmless but are designed to hide conversationls o
of complexity for families.

Mr s Mc KeEAgsiest ant Headt eacher
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Mont hly I nstal ments are due on the 1st Jof
T Ski Trip, February 2026
1 Valencia 2026
1T Taste of Italy, February 2026

Upcoming trips
1 Dof E Bronze and Silver
T Back to the Fut WwWreemayr Panuary 2026
1 Senso L,peaeymngent iYse adruse 7f,8r, 10 and 11

1 Paper birds, GCSE Dr ama
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What parents and carers should | ook out for

When your <c¢h
i

d asks ®»o wbawrhl cadc sda dreew ngpm, fietwjkey
the app des e for

il
gned ?

i Does the ratings nsattacghe yoofu rmacthuirlidt y ?
9 How much personal data does it request?
9 Are the privacy settings easy to control ?

19 Does the platform have strong moderation and Jrep

f What is the community culture |ike?

You may al so want to cheapgphpwrehayestand whbe mbjke
are built in Exploring these factors together Jwit
al so builds digital |l iteracy, encouraging themf@jto

A trusted resource

To make tHingd eeasihecabatpletr st oget hdri@ndlgaguigar ¢ ot t |
platforms most commonly wused by children today. |t
and the potenti al ri sks to be aware of.
You can find t Hetfeulnle tigAwiadd & ePr(edidl 6. r ms
This resou e is ré&galraglliyalulped aweeyd ,t s ostiay i nf off mec

rc
and existing ones evolve.

The NSPCC website also contains hel pful -hatdtvp <:e/ fr eg
Www. nspcc. orghulk-blbeeapsmtien g/

Practical steps you can take

The most effective safeguard is open communi catji on
and take time to explore those apps togetibfeftl i Iget
houssch as at mealtimes or after bedtime. EncouUrag
behave inappropriately, and make sure | ocation Jsha
Apps can be positive spaces where young people fjl ea
and guidance, they can also present real ri sks. By
parents and carers and carers can empower <chil djr en

Mrs McKBEABBESt ant Headt eachdr


https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/apps-and-platforms/?paged=2&age_min=11&age_max=16&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
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The
National
College’

Weob e delighted to | et you know that John F Kenfedy
Nati onaliaColwlvwetagkged nni ng online training providerf] fo

What does this mean for you?

As part of our me mber shi p, The National Col | efge

parents aimpdarctarceurlsarl y, around online safety an@l ke
Online safety advice on any topic

Of cour s e, st aff wi | | continue to teach childrken
accessibl e, the most effective approach to onl ne
and carers.

Th&t whye omow got harcdreesds® u ook e s |, expl ainer vi dejos

gui dtesupport your awareness of the online worlfjd.

Ti kTok and I nstagram to recognising the signs df o
Signing up I s easy

Signing up to the plathftarpm: Vi $ va8i mpil iconalltekod 1 ea Y cw
cat hekhoaodnd compl ete your det ai |l s. You wi l |l e @
det ai |l s. As you enter your details it is dGenpopt a
up, bylouget instant access to all training and rjsol
Downl oad the app for free

Another fantastic benefit of The National Col Ifjege
downl oad for free. It gives you access to all g hei
want .

You can downl oad the National Online Safety apdg us
L App store

L Googl e Pl ay

@éye al ways here to help

e National Coll ege has a brilliant s thped @r tc gtnd &
ovides a comprehensive bank of ams wernsd ttoh dmeagnts wk
oking for, yo

-5 44
[© R Bien piien 3

0 0 0 twaictBhl wahyesm.get i n

Mrs McKBEABBESt ant Headt eachdr


https://v2.nationalcollege.com/enrol/john-f-kennedy-catholic-school
https://v2.nationalcollege.com/enrol/john-f-kennedy-catholic-school
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos
https://help.nationalcollege.com/en
https://nationalcollege.com/contact-us
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Click here for t
i nformati on

All Saints %

Catholic Academy Trust



https://www.jfk.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=STAFF+RECRUITMENT&pid=71
https://www.jfk.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=STAFF+RECRUITMENT&pid=71
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At John F Kennedy Catholic school, we believe Jt ha
are fundamentally I|linked. Our ethos is to maxifmi s
achieve this, high attendance rates are essentifjal

expectation is that individual stude

Section 7 of The Edudatriecin s Aatr estraetsgonshht e or
children, of compul sory school ae, receive a guit
Section 444 of The Educatfi oan cAhcitl dc liesara bys esntta twvei§t htoh
parent is guillTthy sofi sam oftfre-icae | i abli |ihygt oméedst o
regul ar attendance. Sanctions can include a fife o
Hol i days during Term ti me

Aut horisation of absence for Holidays during tjerm
granted only in exceptional <circumstances.

Fines are enforceable for a child being absentf fr

per child for each parent, rising to A160 if pdid

Lateness

As stated in the school Attendance Policy:

0Students shoulflubhtoaedmhebellosehoul dat émaidn nign as @dh oo
|l essons. This means t hatti md ufdemtrse gsihoturl at iaacm.i vign i m
be | ate andstwdemtis shhewel d sign in at Receptio SO

OAvoidable | ateness beyond 10. 00 amceonbkegalt ggben
of an offence by the parent/ carer

0Those students who arrive very | atei (afher He.JO00e
an attendance. Their absebhberwislkeld Ghdr af di €éfleegnt
di stinguishhobemwhopaneS$Stuaps wi | | be takenswypdjhte

of parents/ carers to correct utnhpousnec tsutaudent s whdq ar
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Make a Difference WheBecdme MatRk eurs(
Governor!

avito

Are you passionate about helping children thrige?
experience to strengthen your |l ocal community?] We
our Local Acaddémwn@Gaunoinl|dSameér yous coul d be exadqtly
The Local Academy Counci l (LAC) is responsiblejffor
the Catholic Multi Academy Trust (CMAT) at a | pcal
Catholic Church, the LAC serves as a key |link b et v
and the wider Trust The primary responsibilitfQes
1 Faithful Stewardship and Ethos: Uphold and pirom
of the academy, ensuring Gospel principles gjuid
1 Advocacy and Governorship: Awti sa®naacawnac att ¢ a2 Jefgy
Governors for the | ocal academy within the rus
partnerships
1 |l mpact and Accountability: Provide | ocal suplpor
standards, inclusion, safeguarding, and ensurin

Foundation Governors (practising Catholics) pl gy a
They help protect and promote our values, suppprt
access to an excellent educati on Your voice& apd vy
direction, priofheresarantli mutedsspaces availapl e
No previous governance experience? No problfem.
We wel come paelolp|bea cfl@dgorimautn dnsatt er s most i s your ntr
l earn, and commi dmernthotso dwrl Isahlreadlni ng, gui danfce,

See next page
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Wed e especially keen to hear from people wpho:
1 Care deeply about the wellbeing and devel opfment
1 Share and supporftoutndeats omoa@aind val ues

1 Can think strategically and ask thoughtful ] U € ¢

1 Bring experience from any profession or comnuni

1 Want to make a meaningful, l asting contribuffior

What dylougai n:

1 A rewarding |l eadership role with real i mpac
1 New skills in strategy, education, finance, an
1 Opportunities to work with dedicated school | e e

1 A chance to give back and shape the future Ppf

Ti me commit ment :

Ar ouh8meet i ngs per year, plus some school VvisiJs &
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Road Safety

Parents/ Carers are reminded about the i mporjtan
of points you may wish to discuss with your] ch
T The i mportance of crossing ' ' LS
Usi@igt her a zebra or pelica ef e

T Avoid crossing behind parke
T Never run out into the roact

T Be aware of yourt ager roaun deii

and stop tal king wi t h fr he
whemnr os ¢gihreg road

1T Have reflective items on | a -

1T1f cycling, follow the same instruction ajlnd
have | ights on your bike and wear a hel me a
Di sabl ed Parking Zones

Pl ease can we ask that th iIng
| ocated along Holl ybush L4gn a )
are marked on the path a tjo b
accessed by | ocal resi dentj]s

JFK enjoys good relationships with o
Pl ease be mi ndf ul of dri veways and

nei ghbouring roads i f dropping off/p
D U I
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Appoint ments During School

ent

Pl ease try to avoid making medicalf aplpios nt

bl e, pl ease alert the Year Team via email Wi
screenshot at |l east 24 hours in advance.

I f your child does -airereadn geod | neeadviec aflo ra pap op rngjme n
they are aware of the time and date of t he a |
reception to be collected. There have been Ja n
staff have had to search for a student in ofrde
|l 1l ness During the School Day

We have seen an increase in students cal
schoAhy student feeling unwell during

where they wil!/ be seen by a medically
children the i mportance of the school

can cause parents unnecessary worry whi

ABSENCE

If your son/daughter is going to be absent due to illness please telephone the school absence line by 9.00am on each
day of absence.

Year7 01442 229105 (year7@jfk.herts.sch.uk)
Year8 01442 229124 (year8@jfk.herts.sch.uk)
Year9 01442229131 (year9@jfk.herts.sch.uk)
Year 10 01442 229132 (year10@jfk.herts.sch.uk)
Year 11 01442 229136 (year11@)jfk.herts.sch.uk)
Sixth Form 01442 229137 (6thform@)jfk.herts.sch.uk)

Students should bring a letter explaining their absence on their return to school.

Guidance from Public Health ng
England Di arrhoea and vomiting: exclusfjon
g and 48hours after the | agt s
|l s my child too il for schgol”

NHS advice about when to kegp



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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Vaccination UK

Respiratolriykendaddss are rapidly on the rise e 1
the flu vaccination. You have a choice betwdqen
I njection which is porcine & gelatine free Thi
seriously il/ but also protects vulnerabl e mefnmber
We have several -wpmemmuinmitys cav&ihl abl e. Pl ease Juse
appoint ment .

Vaccination UK I mmunisati on

I f you previously declined consent f ocrany ocuhra ngghei I
your consent . Pl ease calll our office on 0146 42
y O u

Thank you for your support.

Hertfordshire | mmunisation Team


https://bed.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2025/book
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HOP Into Apprenticeships & T Levels
The Hertfordshire Virtual Careers Fair

for parents and carers

17:30 - 19:00
Online (Zoom)

What is the Virtual Careers Fair?
This free event is for parents, carers, and
students to explore apprenticeships and T
Levels. Visit different exhibitor rooms on a 10-
minute rotation to leam about different
pregrammes and opportunities available.

Who should attend?

This event is for all parents and carers but will
be particularty useful for those supporting
children in year groups 10, 11, 12 and 13.
Students in these age groups are also
welcome o attend.

Why attend?
This event offers many benefits, including:

« Free of charge to attend {(fully-funded by
Herffordshire Careers Hub).

» Find out maore about apprenticeships and T
Level programmes with |ecal raining
providers and colleges

« Hear from local employers aboul
cpportunities and the recruitment process

« Discover mone aboul the skills and training
provision being offered within
Herfordshire,

« Salect which breakout room you would like
ko hear fram

« Ask questions and gather information from
the comfart of your own hame

Wednesday 21st January 2026 =

chd CAREERS & |

Exhibitors will include:

TESCO

UCAS iSales @oenecs:
LOVELL N~ @iz
N

MGROUP

MORGAN
SINDALL

-:-*'F:. WARMER BROS

E{EITS}

And many more...

B i
= g S

Register by Monday 19th January, 2026 for
your free ticket by clicking
Read the attendee guidance ahead of the
event to help you prepare.

Log on and join the event online on
Wednesday 21st January 2026 17:30 - 19:00.

©
3

Further information
Find out about the event by visiling: amapg

Bedfordshire -
ENTERPRISE LR Amazing
Apprent rapE
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