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                                                                ñRepent!ò  

Last Sundayôs Gospel reading began: 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, óRepent, for the kingdom of heaven 

is at hand.ô For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, óThe voice of one crying in 

the wilderness: ñPrepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.ò ô  

Thus, on this Second Sunday of Advent, we were presented with a continuation of the theme of preparation as 

we journey towards Christmas. This rather eccentric character, John the Baptist, lived in the desert and ówore a 

garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honeyô.   

Nevertheless, he drew huge numbers of people ófrom Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the   

Jordanô with a compelling message, delivered with passion and absolute clarity. These people were flocking to 

him to be baptised and to commit to a renewed life in the family of God. 

In the spring we will be launching the next Year 9 options process. Students will be asked to start thinking 

about the GCSE courses they wish to follow in KS4 and ultimately they will have 3 option choices to make. The 

advice they will be given will be to consider the needs of future careers or future A level choices and to choose 

subjects they enjoy. Another clear piece of advice will be not to choose a subject because of the teacher they 

have now or who they think will be teaching them in Year 10. Thatôs because there is no guarantee they will be 

taught by that teacher - there are so many factors to consider when planning a school timetable. As members 

of staff providing guidance, we rightly want students to play to their strengths and future interests and we play 

down the importance of who will be delivering the teaching. However, we do understand that the power of an 

individualôs example is of supreme importance to us in our adult lives. For instance, a politicianôs passionate 

address in a party political broadcast, or a particularly engaging homily by a priest at church. 

Just as we look to inspirational people in our lives, so too do our students. My vision for JFK is that we have a 

fantastic staff who will inspire our students in their understanding and support for the Catholic ethos of our 

school, demonstrating the key values of our Mission Statement and helping to instil those values in our         

students. And that begins in the classroom, with engaging lessons, delivered with expertise and passion, and 

support for all to achieve their own success. That is central to our drive to keep teaching and learning at the 

centre of our school development. Our recent whole school analysis of the classroom experience of our        

students shows excellent progress in this respect and classrooms are overwhelmingly places of purposeful 

work, successful outcomes and the building of community. Unfortunately for Year 9, that makes the options 

process even harder!  

Let us pray for our school community 

Merciful God, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the people for the coming of your Son, Jesus. In this       

season of Advent, help us to prepare for his coming as well. Help us to use this time of waiting to make        

positive changes in our lives and the lives of others in our communities. We make this prayer through Christ, 
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Ms Brewer - Drama Department    

 

                           Year 8 Matilda Trip  

On 26th November, Year 8 had the wonderful opportunity to see Matilda the Musical at the Cam-

bridge Theatre London. They were amazed by the stage and how desks, chairs and platforms of 

books rose in and out of the stage, whilst the horrifying chokey imprisoned them all with a series of 

laser lights on the stage and through the audience. 

They cheered when Boris Bogtrotter defeated Miss Trunchball's challenge and ate the remaining 

chocolate cake and were intrigued as to how this had been managed theatrically. The students  

clapped and sang along with the cast with the Revolting Children song ridding everyone of Miss 

Trunchbull and having the Headteacher replaced by the kind and more fearless Miss Honey. They 

giggled at Rudolpho and Mrs Wormwood's Strictly moments and enjoyed the interval insert led by 

Mr Wormwood and his TV addict son. 

Year 8 were real ambassadors for JFK with members of the public, sitting amongst them,                     

remarking on how good it was to see young people at the theatre and clearly excited and enjoying 

the show. 

Many thanks to colleagues who chaperoned and a special thanks to Mr Neves who allowed us out 

for this enrichment opportunity with Year 8, which complements their storytelling genre scheme for 

learning, and for joining us on this trip. 
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Ms Brewer - Drama Department    

 

                            Playwright Visit  

The Year 12 and 13 English and Drama students had a wonderful morning working alongside a      

professional playwright: Brian Mullen on 19th November in the Library. The school has again been 

successful in being selected to be part of this national playwriting competition in which students are 

encouraged to use writing plays as a vehicle through which to express their ideas, passions and              

concerns. 

In previous years we have entered 17 one act plays and have always had at least one act being put         

forward to the national competition and gaining a Highly Commended. No mean feat when competing 

against 400 other schools! 

This year we have a small cohort who are excited to work with Brian who used a number of writing 

approaches to encourage them to find their voice and to write their ideas down. He spoke of 'vomiting 

your ideas' and to try to write regularly about anything. Also to carry a notebook and to note snippets 

of conversations you have over heard . 

The drama students will  continue to meet  regularly with Miss Bullen and Ms Brewer and in January 

they will submit to Brian everything they have written. Brian will then return to spend time with each of 

them to support them in fashioning their ideas and give them structural insights. 

We look forward to seeing what they write in this first 'draft' of ideas and will keep you updated as to 

how their pieces are progressing. 
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         Miss Rooney - PE Department      

 

Congratulations to all our Stars of Unit 3 and well done to all involved in House Dance this week. 
Please see our sporting photos below from this weeks events.  
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         Miss Rooney - PE Department      

                                              Fixture Results  
 

Netball 

Year 7 JFK 4 v AHS   5 

Year 7 JFK 18 v Tring   3 

Year 8 JFK 6 v Tring    26 

Year 8 JFK 5 v Ashlyns    3 

Year 10 JFK 8 v Berkhamsted   9  

Year 11 JFK 4 v Ashlyns   17 

 

Next Weeks Fixtures  

  15/12 - Senior Netball Game v Hemel  A  

   16/12 - Senior Netball Game v Tring  H 
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  Mrs Metcalfe - Music Department   

Tickets still available!  
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     Miss Freed - Art Department   

Well done to our talented Year 11 Art students this week who completed their mock exams.                                     

Some fantastic work produced.  
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We are very grateful to Christmas Tree Place for donating the wonderful tree that is situated in 

our main Reception area. They grow all the Christmas trees on their family farm which is                

located just off the A41 Chesham/Berkhamsted junction - HP4 2SZ. 

 

http://www.christmastreeplace.co.uk/ 
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