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Last Sunday was the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time. This Sunday we will celebrate the feast of 

Christ the King - the last Sunday of the Churchôs year before Advent begins a new year. And so we 

sense that time is moving rapidly, especially in this busiest of half terms. I am currently preparing my 

speech for Presentation Evening, in which I will reflect on the activities and achievements of               

2024-25. I know there will be lots to share - all positive, of course. When it comes to next yearôs 

speech I expect the 2025 Gym and Dance Display will get a mention. That was a highlight of last 

week and I must congratulate all who made it the success it was: the PE team, especially Ms Perry 

and Miss Turner; the students who were performers, choreographers, or part of the tech team; the 

Dragonôs Apprentice teams, the staff who helped with setting up the hall, ticket sales, front of house, 

and of course the excellent staff dancers! 220 students were involved - thatôs one fifth of the student 

population, which is amazing. We have recruited a lovely group of new students into Year 12 this 

year, and many of them were here at Gym and Dance Display, as part of the Dragonôs Apprentice 

teams. One such student commented the next day that she wished she'd come here from Year 7 as 

she'd found it so inspiring and thought our students were so lucky to have had that opportunity. Itôs 

thanks to so many colleagues that there is a wealth of extra-curricular and super-curricular               

opportunities at JFK. I am always grateful to colleagues for the extra efforts these require.  

 

There are so many positive experiences in school, but not just one-off events. Each day when I am 

around and about the school I take delight in seeing students engaged in their learning and teachers 

sharing their expertise. However, our task of education goes beyond the curriculum and also              

necessitates the instilling of values and behaviours that are conducive to a peaceful, happy,                 

harmonious community. We have made a concerted effort this year to highlight these aspects of 

what it means to be a JFK student, with a half-termly focus. This half term we are promoting the     

importance of communication skills, which include the best use of body language. A typical analysis 

suggests that 55% of the elements of verbal communication are related to body language, whilst  

only 7% are the words that are spoken. We are keen to help our students achieve their best in      

communication skills, especially when they may be challenged about a behaviour or when                      

responding to staff instructions. Please do speak to your child(ren) about this subject and emphasise 

its importance.  
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          Mr Neves - Headteacher     

Throughout this month of November we remember those near and dear to us who have died and we 
pray that they may rest in peace. It is also fitting to pray for those members of the JFK community who 
have died, many of whom are commemorated on our site. We pray in particular for: 

 
Former students:                                                              Former staff and governors: 
 
Anna Stokes                                                                         Paul Carruthers 
Geoffrey Gower                                                                    Paul Smith 
Daisy Mayes                                                                         Colin Evans 
Adam Clarke 
Donny Allen                                                                          Michael Prindiville 
Michael Armstrong                                                               Daniel Zammit 

 
 

Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord. 
And let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace 
Amen 
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      Food Science Department    

Our Year 10 and 11 competitors absolutely smashed it last night at the annual Dacorum Rotary 

Young Chef Competition held at Kings Langley school. Congratulations to Cody Nyack, Ross Grant 

Holm, Anna Fielden and Ollie Clissold who took part. 

Competition standards were high but our students excelled themselves producing dishes that the 

Chef judges said they would be happy to see on the menu in a restaurant. The brief was to prepare 

and serve within 2 hours, a two course healthy meal.  Comprising of a main course and a dessert 

for 2 people, costing up to Ã20:00. 

Main dishes: Pan fried sea bass with citrus- dressed broccoli, mushroom risotto, jollof rice with 

plantain and chicken alfredo 

Desserts: Raspberry and lemon mousse with a pistachio and ginger shortbread. A chocolate tart, 

no bake strawberry cheesecake and a lemon drizzle cake.  

At the end of the two hours the judges delivered their verdict that all students had excelled and       

produced some fantastic dishes declaring the winner as Ollie in 1st place and Anna in 3rd place. 

Ollie will now go on to compete in the regional finals in the New Year. 

Well done to all the students involved,  you were amazing and we are so proud of you all. 

                                     JFK Wins 1st Place!  
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            Food Science Department    
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  Mr Cato - Geography Department    

 

This week our Year 7 geography students took part in a whistle-stop three-hour geography visit to 
the Natural History Museum. Amongst hundreds of tourists, students explored the Restless Surface 
gallery, where they learned about the natural processes that form and continually change                
landscapes around the world. They also visited the Fixing Our Broken Planet gallery, gaining               
valuable insight into global environmental challenges and innovative solutions aimed at creating a 
more sustainable future. 

The trip offered a blend of learning and discovery, giving students a memorable opportunity to               
connect their geography studies with real-world issues. Congratulations to all the students for their 
enthusiasm and engagement throughout the dayðit was wonderful to see their curiosity and                 
excitement in action! Many thanks to the accompanying staff and our admin support, Mrs. Adams 
and Mrs. Walsh, for helping make the visits such a success. 
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  Mrs Cole - English Department    

 

Thank you to the lovely group from Year 7 and 8 that came to the library on Wednesday 

lunchtime for our art and craft club. I was really impressed with your creativity and imagination! 

We made some fab tea light holders - some for the library, for Christmas, and one each to take 

home. 

If you are in Year 7 or 8, and feel like getting away from it all at lunchtime, please do come along 

to the library at the beginning of lunch on Wednesday of Week 1. You don't need to be arty - it's 

just nice to get to know new people and do something different. 

Our next group is on Wednesday 3rd December when we are making Christmassy things. 
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                     Year 10 -  Still Life inspired by Georgia OôKeeffe   

     Miss Freed - Art Department    
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Congratulations to our KS3 and KS5 winners of the Shrek poster competition,                                                
Jason H and Sylvie C! 

              BTEC Business  
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                                  We need your help!    

 

Currently all Year 9 students are supporting local charities with First Give. 9H are working with New 

Hope. New Hope is a homeless charity based in Watford supporting the vulnerable individuals and 

families in our local communities. We would like to request any donations you can spare to help this 

worthy cause; food, toiletries, nappies, household goods as well as clothes and socks are greatly     

appreciated. Please either leave donations at reception or ask students to bring them directly to Mrs 

Brogan in D23 by the 2nd of December. Thank you so much for your help and support.  
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  Mrs Metcalfe - Music Department   

Tickets are now on sale !   

The Orchestra, Chamber Choir and the Year 7/8 choir will lead this joyous evening with both          

traditional Christmas Carols and new pieces to guide us through the Christmas Story. For Year 7 it is 

their first opportunity to take part in this whole-school celebration. Please look out for the email sent 

home with all details included.   
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     Mrs Sharp  - English Department   

This year JFK will be entering an exciting national poetry competition called Poetry By Heart.   

Students from any year group can come along and  choose a poem, learn it by heart and perform 

it, it's as simple as that!   Any students who take part in the showcase event at school could become 

national finalists and be invited to Shakespeare's Globe Theatre to perform on stage. 

Students should come and see Mrs Sharp in  A14 on Wednesdays at lunchtime to get involved.  

                                           Poetry Competition  


