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                   Travel essentials  

Earlier this year I flew to Perugia, Italy on Ryanair. Conscious of the strict baggage rules enforced 
by that airline I booked a ticket that included a checked bag. Sure enough, at the gate, I witnessed 
a passenger being challenged about the size of his carry-on bag. To be fair, like all airlines, Ryanair 
specifies the rules and places metal gauges at check-in that your bag must fit into in order to be of 
an acceptable size. If itôs too big, you have to pay an extra fee to check it in. So imagine my         
surprise when Ryanair was featured on the news last week, announcing that they are increasing 
the size of the cabin bag allowance - yes, increasing - from 40cm x 25cm x 20cm to 40 x 30 x 20 - 
leading to an increase in volume of 20%. One would not have expected that! This is great news   
because when we go on our travels we generally like to take with us as many changes of outfit and 
creature comforts as possible without having to pay for them. 
 
In contrast, at Mass last Sunday we listened to a reading from Lukeôs Gospel, when Jesus sent out 
72 disciples, two by two, to spread the Gospel message across the land. His instructions were 
clear: travel light and rely on the hospitality of the people you meet for food and drink and lodgings. 
No small carry-on bag for the journey - in fact, take nothing. For me, this is a reminder that to be a 
successful disciple of Jesus, to preach the Gospel in words or actions, you donôt need a bag full of 
props or the finest accessories. What you bring to this task is yourself. As I have now started to say 
in my Open Evening presentation, what makes a great school is not a shiny new building or the    
finest facilities and resources - itôs about the people - the quality of the relationships, the kindness, 
compassion and sense of welcome exemplified by staff and students that all make a strong, happy 
community. Perhaps from now on Iôll use an air travel analogy when referring to attendance at 
school: 
So when you arrive at school donôt concern yourself too much about checking-in all the superfluous 
material items that you deem essential for the day, just check yourself in, as you are, be ready to 
share the person that God has created you to beéoh, and enjoy the journey! 
 
Year 6 Transition Day 
 
On Thursday we welcomed 180 new students to JFK at the Year 6 Transition Day. A very busy day 
involved an introductory assembly, getting to know tutor groups and Form Tutors, tours of the 
school site, a taste of different lessons, lunchtime extra-curricular activities and a closing liturgy in 
St Markôs church. The students were supervised by a dedicated team of staff and our amazing JFK 
student leaders from different year groups. Feedback I received during the day was highly                 
complimentary of the Year 6 children. They all appeared to have a wonderful day at JFK and this 
was confirmed by the many parents I spoke to in the evening, when we held the final part of the   
induction process, including the purchasing of school uniform and PE kit. I am very much looking   
forward to welcoming these children back to JFK in September to begin their journey in Year 7. 
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Hi, my name is Nathalie and Iôm both honoured and excited to be taking on the role of óAchieveô in the 
Senior Student Leadership Team. Over my time in the team I aim to support students with their      
academics, managing school life and making the most of their JFK journey. I want to encourage and 
support students across all year groups, helping them to reach their potential, stay motivated and          
ultimately feel proud of their progress both in and outside the classroom. 

Hi, my name's Ashlee and I feel privileged to be taking on the role of óServe: Ethosô for the following 
year as a new member of the Senior Student Leadership Team. Within my duty of óServe: Ethosô, it 
requires recognising how each student can represent the school and actively participate to be a 
proud member of the JFK community. My aim is to ensure every student recognises their talents in 
order to make the most of school life. I am excited for the coming academic year and make my    
promise to be a student voice to be representative for all members at the school. 
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                                                           Mrs Bailey  ï  Deputy Headteacher  

                                The Scholars Programme 

Fourteen Year 9 students have been working hard since March to complete The Scholars            
programme run by The Brilliant Club.  The programme began with a virtual launch event giving them 
a taste of what it might be like to study at one of the top universities in the country. Following this, 
the students met with their PhD tutor Rachel Kayani who delivered weekly sessions in school on the 
topic óFuture Vaccinesô.  This was a biology based programme looking at the history of vaccines and 
how this has developed in modern day. They had to write a final assignment of 2000 words          
responding to the question óHow should we respond to the disease x outbreak in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo?ô.  All students received a 2:2, 2:1 or 1st for their final assignment, which is a 
great achievement.   
 
The final part of the programme was the graduation trip.  This took place on Tuesday at the beautiful 
Magdalene College, Cambridge. This was a great celebration of their achievements. They met             
student ambassadors from the college and we had a guided tour from a second year medical             
student.  We were lucky enough to step inside one of their three libraries, the beautiful chapel, the 
student bar and also eat our lunch in the stunning grounds on the bank of the river. 
 
Huge congratulations to all the students involved; Harry C, Archey D, James S, Eve W, Gabi B,     
Jasmine O, Dawid K, Joseph A, Emmanuella O, Rachel A, Llyan E, Harriet K and Blake L 
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                                        Mrs Davison - Science Department  

A small group of students were extremely privileged to be able to attend the Royal Societyôs Summer 
Science Exhibition on Thursday and Friday last week. Students from sixteen schools across the UK 
showcased their investigative work alongside exhibits from scientists at the cutting-edge of science. 
We have been collaborating with Bedford Boys school to develop a project to analyse the DNA      
sequence in snowdrops. Bedford ran the project last year and we will be continuing their research in 
September. We were awarded a Royal Society grant of Ã3000 and will be working with Anglesey   
Abbey, Rothamsted Research and EMBL EBI next academic year in order to work out the            
evolutionary links between different species of snowdrop. The project will be open to students from 
Year 10 upwards, with more information to follow in September. A big thank you to the Royal Society 
for supporting this inspiring opportunity for students and an even bigger thank you to the students 
who attended the event as they were the perfect ambassadors for JFK! 

                    Science Project Presentation at the Royal Society, London 
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                                                 Mrs Powell - Librarian  

 
What do 16 students, tasty snacks, certificates and prizes have in common?! They were all part of 
the inaugural Library Celebration for Reading Champions 2024 - 2025 held this week! 
 
Mr Neves and myself were delighted to congratulate the students on their enjoyment of reading 
and reviewing books throughout this academic year, their participation in a national book award 
competition and clocking up amazing Library House Point scores. Mr Neves encouraged the        
students to continue making time for reading and for using the Library as well as joining in with   
opportunities to showcase the Library at open evenings.  
 
Our top borrowers were taking out books on average 2-3 times per school week so I hope they will 
continue to do this in the years ahead and that their enthusiasm for reading will be infectious! 
 
I was also delighted to welcome most of the new Year 7 cohort into the Library this week. We     
chatted about favourite books (I'm glad to say the Library has most of them), a book bingo card  to 
help them to read in new ways and a brand new reading scheme which they will be the first to take 
part in when September arrives. I finished our time together by reading aloud the first chapter of 
one of the September books which left me - and I think most of the students - on tenterhooks! I look       
forward to welcoming the students to the Library when they start at JFK.  

Library celebration and welcoming our new students  


