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               Saints Peter and Paul 

Last Sunday was the feast of Ss Peter and Paul, two of the most eminent leaders of the early 
Church. Indeed they are often referred to as pillars of the Church. They had very different          
backgrounds: Peter was a humble fisherman, whilst Paul was born into a family of Pharisees - the 
leaders of the Jewish faith.  
 
Peter was an apostle of Jesus Christ and was the first pope of the Church. After Christôs death and 
ascension, Peter preached the Gospel to the Gentiles and performed miracles in the name of the 
God. Eventually, he was imprisoned and sentenced to death. He died in Rome, where he was           
crucified upside down because he declared himself not worthy to die in the same way as         
Christ. Peter is often depicted holding keys, which symbolize the keys to the kingdom of Heaven. 

 
Paul, on the other hand, was a staunch Jew who persecuted Christians. He converted to                   
Christianity one day while on the road to Damascus. After his conversion, he became a missionary 
and took the Gospel to Asia Minor. He made several missionary journeys and also spent several 
years in prison. Paul is noted for his inspirational writings, including his famous letters to the         
Corinthians, the Romans, the Colossians etc. Like St. Peter, Paul died in Rome. 

 
In addition to their backgrounds, Peter and Paul are known for having very different attributes. Peter 
represents stability, tradition and ecclesial authority - the órockô upon whom Christ built his Church. 
Paul, however, embodies the Churchôs missionary zeal and theological depth. Together they       
personify the fullness of the Gospel: Peter grounding us in unity and solid faithfulness to Christ, and 
Paul urging us in outward proclamation, courage and conversion.  

As the Christian Art website explains: 

óIt is unusual for there to be one feast day shared by two saints but the Church commemorates 
them together, not to diminish their individuality but to magnify their shared mission. It is a feast not 
just of remembrance, but of unity: the unity of doctrine and mission, of faith and works, of authority 
and charism.ô 

 
Perhaps this feast day is also a way of emphasising that all of the faithful have a part to play in the 
spreading of the Gospel message - each of us has something special to bring to the building of the 
kingdom, here at JFK and in our local communities.  
 
If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding 
gong or a clanging cymbal. 
                                                                                                                                  1 Corinthians 13 
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My name is Jakub and I currently study English Literature, Sociology and Art. In the future I hope 
to pursue a career in Criminal Law. I will be taking on the role of the new  Inspire SSLT. I will be 
working closely with our parish, Callum and Bethany and I will be helping to support and lead    
liturgies, collective acts of worship and promote values of faith, hope and service across our 
school community. 
Inspired by our Catholic social teachings, I aim to promote dignity, community and kindness to 
mould an inclusive and compassionate environment for all of us. 

Hello my name is Miriam and Iôm studying English Literature, History and Maths in the Sixth Form.   
Beyond Year 13, I hope to pursue a career in Law or History .This year, Iôll be serving as the SSLT 
Leader for Serve: Charity, where Iôll be supporting our partnerships with local and parish charities. I 
am passionate about building a stronger culture of giving within our school, and I hope to inspire 
more of us to take part in meaningful fundraising efforts that make a real difference. 

Beyond this, I also want to be someone that students can come to, to discuss ideas, concerns, or 
just wanting to talk. Iôm here to listen and to represent the student voice as part of the Senior       
Student Leadership Team. 

       t!w¢ м 
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                                                           Mr Holbrook  ï  Science Department  

Our A Level Biology and Chemistry students visited the laboratories of Britvic in Breakspear Park 
last week. We were shown the analysis labs where existing products are checked for quality control 
using a variety of different techniques and equipment and also where new flavours are created. Our 
intrepid scientists took the chance to sample some drinks to see how the taste changes over time to 
give an idea of the shelf life of products. A thoroughly informative and inspiring trip for all who       
attended! 
 

                                       A Level Britvic Visit  
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                                        Mr Joyce - Director of Sixth Form  

On Tuesday 25th June, we were delighted to welcome 114 students to our JFK Sixth Form Transition 
Day ð including 26 external students from other schools who are considering joining us in                
September. 

The day began with a warm welcome and inspiring address from Mr Neves, Headteacher, followed 
by informative talks from Mr Joyce (Director of Sixth Form) and Mr Wainman (Assistant Director of 
Sixth Form). They introduced students to life at JFK Sixth Form, highlighting our values, expectations, 
and the wide range of opportunities available to our sixth formers.  

Students then attended subject taster sessions, giving them a real flavour of the academic challenge 
and support they can expect in Year 12. It was a fantastic chance to meet their prospective teachers, 
ask questions, and gain deeper insight into the subjects they may study. 

There was also time for students to enjoy refreshments provided by ñJacksò (Sixth Form Cafe),            
allowing them to meet current sixth formers, chat with staff, and start building connections with future 
classmates. 

We hope all students left the day feeling inspired, well-informed, and confident that JFK Sixth Form 
provides the right environment for them to thrive academically and personally. 

Best of luck to all our Year 11s receiving their results this summer ð we look forward to seeing many 
of you again in September! 

 

                  Sixth Form Transition Day ï A Huge Success! 
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                                        Mr Joyce - Director of Sixth Form  

Pre Transition afternoon - A Warm Welcome to JFK Sixth Form  
 
External applicants experienced a brilliant pre-transition afternoon at John F. Kennedy Catholic Sixth 
Form, filled with insight, enthusiasm, and a warm welcome. The afternoon began with an informative 
session introducing them to the values, expectations, and opportunities that define the Sixth Form 
experience at JFK. Staff and student leaders shared valuable guidance on academic life, enrichment 
options, and the strong community ethos that sets the Sixth Form apart. Following this, applicants 
were taken on a guided tour of key Sixth Form areas, including the study centre, common room, and 
specialist subject classrooms, giving them a clear sense of the facilities and support available. The 
afternoon left many feeling excited and reassured about the next stage of their educational journey. 

Some images of the Transition Day  
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                                       Mrs Davison  - Science Department  

                     Year 7 Boxmoor Trust Visit  

Almost the entirety of Year 7 enjoyed a visit to the Boxmoor Trust over the course of three days in 
June. They braved the heat admirably as we walked down from school to the Gadespring               
Cressbeds site, where they spent the day engrossed in a variety of scientific and geographical  
activities. They learnt about the reintroduction of water voles to the river Bulbourne and saw how 
the river had been restored to a more natural state, benefiting the plants and animals in the                 
habitat. Students also had great fun sampling water quality by surveying the invertebrates living in 
the river.  In addition they learnt how to produce a river profile and were taught how this affects the 
flow and habitats within it. The students worked hard all day and were an absolute credit to the 
school. Well done and thank you to everyone involved, it was a wonderful opportunity for all!  
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                                                 Mrs Powell - Librarian  

 
On Friday 20th June a small group of us spent the day at Kings Langley School celebrating the             
Carnegie Awards - the culmination of a few months of reading new books, discussing them and  
deciding which should win the award. Although The Final Year, which was our favourite, missed out 
by a few votes in the Dacorum Schools vote, it was great to meet with other students from across 
the area and talk about the books. We also spent time listening to author Catherine Johnson       
explain her inspiration for writing and we flexed our creative muscles with a writing workshop - I 
was very impressed with our students' imaginations! 

 
Lana, Oliver and Jonathan were a pleasure to spend the day with and I was really pleased that they 
enjoyed themselves. Reflecting on the way back they said that it had been 'awesome', 'the best' 
and that they want to do it again next year. We will certainly try another book judging event in the 
future! 
 
A chance to win book tokens for the Library! 
 
National Book Tokens are giving away Ã1000 worth of book tokens as well as Ã300 to five schools 
across the UK - all you have to do is nominate JFK! Follow this link for more information: Win 
Ã1000 book tokens  The closing date is 31 July.  

 
 

                     Carnegie Awards Celebration 

https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-final-year/matt-goodfellow/joe-todd-stanton/9781915659040
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize

