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A year ago I was in Australia, attending an international conference on Catholic education and 
representing the UK in the development of work on Catholic Schools Youth Ministry International 
(CSYMI). Learning from other practitioners and developing a network of Catholic school leaders 
has enhanced our work at JFK - led in particular by Callum, our Leader of Youth Ministry, and Mr 
Fenrych-Fahy, senior leader responsible for Catholic life of the school. So successful has this 
been that the next international formation programme is going to be hosted here in Hemel                
Hempstead in September - at JFK and in the Hemel West Parish. This is an exciting opportunity 
and is currently involving much óbehind the scenesô work in preparation for the event.  
 
The name of the event is óSpiritusô and this title highlights our belief, as Catholics, that the Holy 
Spirit is present as a powerful force to guide us in our everyday lives. This was the focus of our 
celebration last Sunday on the feast of Pentecost, when we commemorated the event when Jesus 
appeared to his disciples and commissioned them to continue his work, spreading the Gospel to 
all nations - the so-called birthday of the Church. That task is central to our work in CSYMI,                  
engaging our students with the Catholic faith and mobilising them to put that faith into action - in 
school and in the parish.  
 
The youth ministry model resonates clearly with the idea of service, which is core to our Mission 
Statement, and our students are constantly demonstrating examples of this. This past week our 
Year 10 students have been serving various organisations and communities during their Work  
Experience Week. I have received some fabulous feedback from óemployersô, complimenting our 
studentsô efforts during the week; further information will be available in the newsletter. On the 
subject of service, I have been asked to provide some support for two of our hub primary schools: 
St Albert the Great and St Thomas More. This will be for a temporary time until a new Executive 
Headteacher is recruited to oversee these two schools. I have known the schools for many years 
and I am very happy to provide some help as required.  

Not to be served, but to serve 

 
Matthew 
20:28 



INSPIRE ACHIEVE SERVE  

                               ! [9±9[ .Lh[hD¸ ¢wLt 

                                                             Mrs Davison  ï Science Department   

Our A Level Biology students took part in a three day residential trip to Flatford Mill, near Colchester 

last week. Following brief background teaching by field centre staff, they undertook a variety of               

fieldwork studies. The highlights included freshwater sampling and succession on a salt marsh. We 

had glorious weather the first day, but it sadly deteriorated on the second, however the students were 

wonderfully enthusiastic and had great fun getting stuck in the mud! Congratulations and thank you 

to all for an enjoyable, successful trip.  

 

                                 Flatford Mill  
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                                                             Mrs Parker ï  Food Science Department   

                                        Year 10 Work Experience Week  

We are very proud of our Year 10 Food students using their knowledge and skills in their                    

Work Experience placements this week.  

¶ Ollie Clissold is learning practical skills working in a restaurant kitchen at Gatsby in Berkhamsted.  

¶ Zach Nunes is having a fabulous time at Paris House in Woburn learning loads of new practical 

skills as well as how the kitchens function smoothly for the fine dining experience at this                     

restaurant.  

¶ Bobby Giandoni is putting his Food Science skills to good use and cooking with the students at 

George Street Primary School.  
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                                              Miss Perry - PE Department     

Next Weekôs Fixtures   

Wednesday 18th June  3.30pm - Year 7 District Rounders @ Ashlyns  

Thursday 19th June  3.30pm - Year 9/10 Rounders @ JFK  

                                                          County League Athletics  

We have had a successful athletics season so far with both our girls teams reaching finals on the 

30th June and 1st July! 

                                                   Track and Field Regional B Finals 

Inter Girls - 4th 

Junior Boys - 5th 

Junior Girls - 9th 
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Battle of the Bands at 6pm on Friday 4th July in the School Hall. Admission for this is Ã2. 
Student Rock bands must play two contrasting numbers. The winning band will get a slot at the 
school  summer concert on Monday 14th July. ( I am also looking into a recording session at a local                   
studio - more info to follow soon) Student bands wishing to enter must register with Mr Ridout. 

Summer Concert 2025, 7pm, Monday 14th July in the School Hall. Admission Ã5, Family     
ticket Ã15 (two adults, two children) Featuring our Orchestra, Jazz Band, Music Liturgy Choir,     
Hidden Voices, Rock Band and soloists. Not to be missed, this concert marks the end of an era for 
Mr Ridout. 

 

Cello Teacher 
 
From September 2025 we will need a cello teacher to work as part of the independent team of     
instrumental teachers at JFK. This would suit a professional player looking for a little regular        
income from teaching. Payment is Ã40.50 per hour pro rata as per MU rate. 
 
Timetabling and invoicing parents is the responsibility of the individual teacher. The school has an 
excellent provision of practice and teaching studios where lessons take place. 
Applicants should email ewalsh@jfk.herts.sch.uk and should include a brief resume of any teaching 
experience and a CV. 

                                 

                                              Mr Ridout - Music Department     

mailto:ewalsh@jfk.herts.sch.uk
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       Come and join us at this years Creative Exhibition 2025. Celebrating the achievements of  

our Year 11 and Year 13 Art students .  

                         Itôs time to celebrate!  

                                                               Miss Freed ï Art Department  
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                               Stages of Sleep  

                                                     Mr Wainman ï  Psychology Department  

This week the  Year 12 lessons focused on ultradian rhythms and the stages of sleep.  

 

Students explored how brain activity changes across the sleep cycle by using strawberry laces to    

model EEG wave patterns - a simple, hands-on way to visualise REM and NREM stages. We           

discussed the structure of a typical 90-minute sleep cycle, the role of different brain waves and the    

influence on dreaming.  


