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Welcome back to the Summer Term at JFK. Our return to school was of course immediately following 
the news of Pope Francisô death. Whilst not unexpected, this sad news has had a massive impact on 
people across the world, both within and outside the Catholic Church. The tributes that have filled the 
media speak so magnificently of the character of our faith leader: in particular, his compassion,            
humility and courage. The official announcement from the Vatican on Monday said that Francis had 
returned to the home of the Father, this coming a day after the great celebration of Easter Sunday, on 
which we commemorated Jesusô rising from the dead to return to his father in heaven. 
With that in mind, may I take this opportunity to wish you a very Happy Easter!  

 
As a Catholic community here at JFK we have devoted our prayer time this week to Pope Francis. 
Our start of week staff meeting and whole school assembly were opportunities for us to reflect on the 
life of the pope and pray in thanksgiving for his life of service to the Church. Additionally, St Markôs 
church has been open all week for the whole community and groups of students have begun or ended 
their RE lessons with a short prayer service in the church. Jorge Mario Bergoglio was born in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina in 1936, his parents being Italian immigrants. He was the first pope in centuries to be 
non-European. Taking the name Francis, he was something of a revolutionary leader of the Church 
and it was only recently that I learned more about his inspiration for taking this name. I was recently 
lucky enough to visit Assisi in Italy, the home of St Francis. I learnt about his life, saw where he lived 
and where he worshipped. It turns out he was born into a very wealthy family, living at the end of the 
12th century and into the early 13th century. His father was a wealthy cloth merchant and the family 
enjoyed a very good standard of living. He had a ready made career and was good at business. But 
along with that came a life of wild living in the company of similarly minded young people. Francis was 
a born leader and well liked by everyone who knew him. However, not content with this lifestyle he 
sought glory and wanted to be a knight. He joined the army in battle with long term enemies in the 
neighbouring town of Perugia and later was intent on joining the Fourth Crusade. However, in a 
dream he was told by God to return home and this was the start of his conversion of heart, realising 
that despite all his riches and fame he felt unfulfilled. After much self reflection, contemplation and 
prayer he ended up turning his back on his wealthy roots. When in prayer one day, he heard Christ 
speaking to him from the crucifix saying, rebuild my church. This he took to mean church with a small 
c - fixing the crumbling building in which he worshipped. Acting on this led to a major confrontation 
with his father, the outcome of which saw him publicly returning his fine clothes to his father and      
disowning his family, claiming that his only father was one in heaven. He lived a life of poverty from 
then on.  



INSPIRE ACHIEVE SERVE  

                             tht9 Cw!b/L{ wΦLΦtΦ 

                                                                 Mr Neves - Headteacher    

 

  

 When Cardinal Bergoglio was elected pope in 2013 he chose the name Francis and so, inspired by 
his namesake, began a new style of papacy, taking the bus rather than the papal car to his hotel, 
moving into the Vatican guesthouse, eschewing the opulent papal apartments. At his first media      
appearance he expressed his wish for a poor church and a church for the poor. His papacy has been 
marked by a legacy of care for the poor and marginalised in society, notably embracing the disabled 
when attending huge gatherings and washing the feet of prisonersô and perhaps, as was the real   
message to St Francis, a rebuilding or rather recalibrating of the vision for the Church. 
We now await Pope Francisô funeral on Saturday at 9:00 a.m. our time and the conclave that will 
begin some time after that in order to elect a new pope.  
 
Please look out for a prayer card that has been sent to all families from ASCAT. This has been             
provided to support families in their own time of prayer for the happy repose of the soul of Pope    
Francis. 
 

God our Father,  

 

We thank you for the life and example of faith shown by your servant Pope Francis. May we continue 
to build the JFK community, inspired by his vision for a peaceful world. 

 

 
Eternal rest, grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. 

Amen 
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So what is the challenge? -  Year 12 students from Dacorum secondary schools (and beyond)                 
entered teams of up to 8 pupils as the Apprentices. The project is led by community action Dacorum. 
The teams are challenged to turn Ã100 into Ã1000 or more for a Dacorum charity by means of     
business-related ideas. The team is matched with a business mentor (the Dragon) and also a local 
charity. The challenge starts in October and culminates in a finals evening.  Some schools may enter 
more than one team. This year JFK entered 4 teams. 

John F Kennedy School has taken part in the challenge since 2014/5 and seen over 250 students 
take part. The total amount of money raised since 2015 is now over Ã130,000. 

We have been linked with a variety of charities like:  RNIB, Radio Dacorum, Druglink, Waterways    
Experiences, DENS, Age UK, Watford FC Trust, Herts Domestic Abuse Helpline. We have also had 
the opportunity to partner with a variety of business mentors from:  Britvic. Martin Brower, Aubrey 
Park Hotel, Underwoods Solicitors, Metro Bank, Ten2Two and SMA HR.  

This year we entered 4 teams, made up of around 10-12 students. As always we are incredibly proud 
of our teams who have worked tirelessly to raise money for their charities. Events such as tuck 
shops, milkshake stalls, raffles, valentines roses, concerts are just some of the ideas the students 
led. As a school we raised over Ã7,000!  

Team Eleos - Ã1445 

Team Prometheus - Ã1316.81 

Team Mencap Dragon - Ã1318.33 

Team  Horizon - Ã3171.71 

Congratulations to team Horizon who also won one of the main awards which was best presentation 
display. A huge thank you to all of our teams and students who have yet again showcased our       
community in such a wonderful way.  
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Our trip to Norway took place over the first weekend of the Easter Holidays. 45 students and 5 staff 
travelled from London Gatwick to Bergen to spend 4 days exploring the Mountainous South West 
region of Norway. The trip involved travel between two bases, the first in the mountain town of Voss 
where we spent 2 days exploring the Fjord and mountain scenery, including a cog railway trip to 
Fl¬m and a cruise through NÞrßyfjord.  
 
Our final afternoon in Voss involved a gondola trip up to the local ski resorts to enjoy the snow. The 
final part of the trip was centred in Bergen, Norway's 2nd city. Students got to experience some of 
the city's history and culture through visits to the famous fish market, an aquaculture centre, the 
Hanseatic museum and local aquarium. Our final morning involved a funicular ride up Mount Flßyen 
to capture the view of Bergen and the coastal Islands from above. It was a pleasure to take each 
and every one of our travellers, all conducted themselves superbly throughout.  A big thank you to 
Miss Adams, Mrs Walsh and Mrs Doyle for in school admin support, and to Mrs OôConnor, Miss 
Quarman, Mrs Davison and Mr Wesley for accompanying us.  
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At the start of the Easter Holidays the RE department led a trip to the amazing city of Krakow in               
Poland. Below are some student reviews and pictures!  
 
Krakow is a beautiful city with an incredible history and soul. The rugged splendour of the salt 
mines created historic wealth, but also inspired hard work and artistic genius in the form of religious 
statues and icons made of salt. The welcoming beauty of the castle and open square of Krakow city 
itself, are a wonder to the eye. Yet Krakow never forgets the horrific human history embodied in the 
Auschwitz concentration camp, created during foreign occupation in WWII! 

The tears of the human soul reside in Krakow! But the spirit of love and forgiveness are also                  
present in this fine city. They are personified in the majestic splendour of Krakow Catholic Cathedral 
and the welcoming Catholic Polish community. 
Thank you to all the teachers that made this trip possible for me, and to the pupils that helped make 
the experience more wondrous!  
 
By Cian Brown  
 
The 2025 trip to Krakow Poland will be a trip I will never forget. It was the perfect balance of fun,   
education and reflection. We managed to fit so much into four days including walks around the city, 
visiting Auschwitz, shopping and much more. However, the part of the trip I will cherish forever are 
the friendships I created and strengthened and the sense of community I felt. I am so grateful I was 
given this opportunity and I hope to visit Krakow again some day .  

By Erin Bowers  
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From Sunday 13th to Thursday 17th April, 72 of our students headed off on an unforgettable sporting 

adventure to Malaga for the Inspirefest Football and Netball Development Tour. Based at the Holiday 

World Village in Benalm§dena, the trip combined elite-level coaching, exciting matches, new                

friendships, and just the right amount of sun! 

 

Day 1 ï Arrival and Settling In 

We set off bright and early from Luton Airport, boarding our flight to Malaga full of excitement (and 

some sleep-deprived yawns). After a smooth arrival, our group was greeted by InspireSport reps and 

transferred to our fantastic base at the Holiday World Village. Luggage stored and lunch eaten, the 

students spent the afternoon enjoying the resortôs pool and beach areas - an excellent way to unwind 

after the journey. Following dinner, there was time to relax and get ready for the week ahead. 

 

Day 2 ï First Training Sessions and Evening Fixtures 

After breakfast, both the footballers and netballers travelled to the local sports complex for their first 

professional training sessions. These were fast-paced, engaging, and expertly led, pushing our        

students to step up their game and adapt to new coaching styles. 

Following a well-earned lunch and some leisure time, it was match day for all four of our football 

teams. JFK faced a range of local Spanish teams at the Cartama Football Complex, with Girls U13/

U14 kicking off first, followed by the 3 boysô teams (U13/U14) across three different pitches. The            

atmosphere was fantastic, and all of our players put in commendable performances against tough           

opposition. After returning to the hotel, everyone tucked into dinner and got some well-earned rest. 
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Day 3 ï More Training and an Evening Excursion 

The morning began with a bit of downtime and access to the hotelôs Beach Club. Then it was back to 

the training venues for more high-quality coaching sessions. 

In the late afternoon, we headed to Puerto Banus for an included excursion. Students had free time to 

explore this glamorous marina townðsome strolled along the seafront, others browsed the shops, and 

a few may have sampled the local ice cream! The group returned to the hotel in high spirits and      

hungry for dinner. 


