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Lent is traditionally a solemn time in the Church, with a focus on ógoing back to basicsô in terms of 
remembering whatôs important in our lives. This is supported by the three foci of fasting and     
alms-giving - living more simply and thinking of those in need - together with prayer. In the Mass 
the omission of the óAlleluiaô emphasises the toning down of the celebratory mood. 
 
However, we have had reason to celebrate two particular areas of success in school, albeit in a 
fairly low-key manner! 
 
Firstly, we have recently seen the publication of the A level performance tables for England, adding 
to the GCSE performance information that was published earlier in the new year.  
 
In assemblies this term I have taken the opportunity to share some news on the performance      
tables: 
 

¶  At GCSE, in all three key measures - progress, attainment and percentage of students    
achieving grade 5 or better in both English and maths - JFKôs performance was the best of the 
7 schools in Hemel Hempstead/Kings Langley 
 

¶  At A level, in the key measure of progress, JFKôs performance was the best of all 9 state            
secondary schools in Dacorum 
 

¶  In both cases, JFKôs performance is substantially better than the national averages. 
 

 
I am very proud of these statistics, which are the result of studentsô hard work and the excellent 
support and encouragement from teachers and other staff at school and parents and carers at 
home. 
 
Secondly, having passed the halfway point in the school year, it has been time to celebrate the 
great contribution students have been making to building up the JFK community through their hard 
work and excellent behaviour. Two celebratory events brought together students from across the 
year groups who have achieved excellence in house points, Spirit points and pro-social signatures. 
These students are role models for the JFK ethos. I congratulated them and thanked them for their 
efforts. More on the celebrations can be found belowé  
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This week we took all of our Year 12 students to the annual UCAS convention at the Excel Centre. 

It was an experience that provided invaluable insights into higher education opportunities. The event 

featured a diverse array of universities and colleges, each presenting detailed information about 

their courses, campus life, and admission requirements. Engaging directly with admissions tutors 

and current students allowed for personalised advice, which greatly aided in clarifying potential         

academic paths. Informative seminars on topics such as personal statement writing and student    

finance offered practical guidance for the application process.  

The convention's well-organised layout and interactive sessions fostered a conducive environment 

for exploration and learning. As always our students conducted themselves superbly and were     

proactive/engaging in all the opportunities. This was a big step forwards in preparing our students 

for their future career choices.  
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Recently, I had the profound experience of visiting Auschwitz I and Auschwitz II (Birkenau) with two 
Year 12 students, Nathalie and Rosemary, as part of the Lessons from Auschwitz project. This trip was 
an opportunity to witness history first hand, to remember, and to ensure that the voices of those who 
suffered are never forgotten. We were encouraged to focus on one key detail from our visit, but three 
moments stood out to me that I feel compelled to share. 

Firstly, our guide spoke about Nazi officer Rudolf Hºss, the commandant of Auschwitz, who lived just a 
stoneôs throw away from the camp with his family. His wife, in her memoirs, described their home as 
the best place she had ever lived, seemingly unaware (according to her testimony) of the horrors      
occurring beyond the walls. It was chilling to consider how such evil could exist alongside such               
normality. 

Secondly, the sheer scale of Birkenau was overwhelming. As far as my eyes could see, there was 
nothing but barbed wire and the remains of chimneys - silent markers of the wooden barracks where 
prisoners once suffered in unimaginable conditions. The enormity of the camp reinforced the                
industrialised nature of the atrocities committed there. 

Lastly, I was struck by the immense book that records the names of those who perished in Auschwitz. 
Its sheer size, filled with names of individuals who each had lives, families, and stories, was a stark 
visual representation of the loss suffered during the Holocaust. It was a haunting reminder of the 
weight of history. 

Nathalie and Rosemary found the trip deeply moving, Iôd like to share their reflections: 

Nathalie: The Lessons from Auschwitz experience was very impactful, it left me with a great sense of 
the importance of remembering key moments in our history. Visiting the site and seeing the sheer 
scale of the atrocities was overwhelming, the size of what took place there was beyond anything I had 
imagined. What I took away most from the experience was the realisation of how important it is to             
continually stand up against hate and discrimination in all its forms. Ultimately, it reminded me that we 
each have a responsibility to ensure that events like these are never repeated. 
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Rosemary:  Going to Auschwitz was such a heart breaking experience but it's also one I will never  
forget. Nothing will prepare you for the size of it which really puts into perspective how many people 
had their whole lives taken from them when put into the camp. This trip has really shown me the            
importance of never forgetting, not only the ones, who tragically lost their lives but also the survivors.  
Unfortunately, as time goes on less and less survivors and witnesses of the holocaust are around to 
tell their story which is why visiting Auschwitz has highlighted for me how important it is to educate  
others on this event that took place in order for it to never happen again as each and every victim of 
the holocaust deserves to be remembered. I am very grateful to have had the opportunity to go on this 
trip and though I found it extremely emotional it is an opportunity I will never regret taking.  

This trip was a powerful and emotional experience, reinforcing the importance of remembrance and 

education. The lessons from Auschwitz go beyond history-they serve as a warning and a call to stand 

against hatred in all its forms. 
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