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The Jubilee Torch continues its journey 

The return to school following the half term break brought to an end our hosting of the ASCAT    
Jubilee Torch. Having used it as a focus for, not only our celebration of the Pilgrims of Hope year, 
but also our Catholic Social Teaching theme óSolidarity and Peaceô, it was time for the torch to   
continue its journey across the Trust schools. As was the case last year, the end of the focus on 
Solidarity and Peace was marked by the distribution of white ribbons that students were invited to 
pin to their lapels as a sign of the peace pledge that had been signed before half term. Following a 
short liturgy in St Markôs church, the torch was carried through a guard of honour assembled from 
our Youth Ministry leaders. Later a group of 6 students walked with the torch to Galley Hill, where 
they were met by 6 children from St Cuthbert Mayne Catholic school. The torch was handed over 
to its new hosts and the group walked to St Cuthbert Mayne, where it was received by the school 
community in a welcome liturgy that the JFK students joined. Like all the Catholic schools in       
Dacorum, JFK has always had a close relationship with St Cuthbert Mayne and the passing on of 
the Jubilee Torch was a wonderful symbol of that connection. Photos of Mondayôs events are 
shown below. In particular, the liturgy we celebrated highlighted the shared values underpinning 
our Catholic education. 
 
With that in mind, last Sundayôs Gospel reading was rich with messages for the Christian life. The 
instruction to love your enemies was accompanied by the classic counter-intuitive response should 
someone strike you on the cheek: offer the other one as well. Other suggestions are easier to   
comprehend, yet we know they often take determination and will-power to achieve: be merciful, do 
not judge, do not condemn - instead practise forgiveness. These are all characteristics that should 
be held in high esteem in the Catholic school - and we use every opportunity to promote them in 
the school day. The overarching guidance is set out as follows: óas you wish that others would do 
to you, do so to them.ô 
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The other important part of Sundayôs reading supports our Mission Statement: ó... love your               
enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great.ô This 
speaks to our emphasis on service - encouraging our students to be active participants in the 
building up of our community, here in school and outside, showing them the benefits of helping 
those in need, stepping up to be volunteers. As for the reward, as the Gospel reading concludes: 
óFor with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.ô Or as we say nowadays, ówhat 
goes around, comes around.ô 
 
This half termôs Catholic Social Teaching theme is óCommunity and Participationô. Over the next 
few weeks we will reflect on this theme and set out ways in which our students can commit to   
being of service to the school community. 
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New York City: A Journey of Inspiration and Innovation!  

From February 15th to February 20th, students embarked on an exciting adventure to New York 

City, where they explored the vibrant intersection of culture, design, and technology. This trip was 

not only a chance for students to experience the hustle and bustle of the Big Apple but also an                 

invaluable opportunity to gain insights that will enhance their studies in Design and Technology. 

Despite the thrilling itinerary, one thing was impossible to ignore the freezing temperatures. With 

the mercury dipping to -5ÁC most days, students bundled up in layers to brave the cold and make 

the most of their experience. 

The adventure kicked off early Saturday morning at Gadebridge Park, where students gathered 

with excitement and anticipation. After a smooth flight, we arrived at Newark Airport and made our 

way to the West Side YMCA, our home away from home. The evening included a delicious dinner 

at Bubba Gump Shrimp Co, followed by a visit to the iconic Red Stairs in Times Square. The bright 

lights and energy of Times Square served as a dazzling introduction to the cityôs creativity and   

design. 

Our first full day of exploration was filled with creativity as students enjoyed breakfast at Old John's 

before visiting the Cooper Hewitt Design Museum. This museum, housed in a historic mansion, is 

dedicated to the study of design, showcasing innovative work that spans various fields. Students 

were inspired by the exhibits, which highlighted the importance of design in everyday life. Next, we 

visited the Metropolitan Museum of Art, where students had the opportunity to explore art from 

around the world and learn how design influences artistic expression.  

On Monday, after a hearty breakfast at Tick Tock Diner, students visited the 9/11 Museum and                

Memorial, where they learned about resilience and innovation in the face of adversity. This                   

powerful experience prompted thoughtful discussions on how design can play a role in creating 

spaces that honour history while fostering healing. The day continued with a ferry ride to Ellis                

Island and the Statue of Liberty, where students braved the freezing wind on the ferry deck to snap                 

unforgettable pictures of these iconic landmarks. 
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Tuesday morning we went ice skating in Central Park, where the crisp air and frosty surroundings 
added to the magical experience. Memories of laughter and teamwork were made on the ice,              
before we quickly rushed off to Macy's for a tour of the store. Students split into groups for                  
shopping and tours, allowing them to experience the latest trends in fashion and design. The day 
concluded with dinner at the Hard Rock Cafe and an unforgettable experience watching the     
Broadway show Wicked - a perfect example of storytelling through design and performance. The 
theatre provided a welcome escape from the cold, as students sat mesmerised by the dazzling set 
and costumes. 

On our final day, students checked out of the YMCA and enjoyed breakfast at Starbucks before 
visiting the Museum of FIT (Fashion Institute of Technology). This museum was a highlight for 
many, as it showcased the dynamic relationship between fashion, design, and technology.                  
Students were amazed by the innovative designs and the role of technology in shaping the future 
of fashion. After a delicious lunch at Raising Cane's, students had free time to explore either bike 
riding in Central Park or shopping. 

As the trip came to an end, students reflected on their experiences and the inspiration they gained 
from the world of design and technology in New York City. This journey was more than just a fun 
getaway; it was an opportunity to explore how design shapes our world and to ignite a passion for 
creativity that will serve them well in their studies and beyond. Thank you to all the parents,                   
students, and staff who made this incredible trip possible. We look forward to seeing how our               
students will apply their new found inspiration in their design and technology projects! 
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Year 8 students are currently exploring the fascinating world of International Cuisine in their Food               

Science lessons. This week, they participated in their assessment lesson, where they had the                      

opportunity to make either a Bolognese or a Tomato sauce. Our 8ND classes truly impressed on Friday 

morning, showcasing their creativity and skill in crafting a variety of delicious, Italian-inspired sauces! 

Great work all around!    


