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Today we come to the half term break and the midway point of the year. And what a lovely way to 
close this half of the year - with the annual school show! Over two days we put on three                          
performances of óMatilda Jnr.ô - one matinee, especially for an audience from our partner primary 
schools, and two sell-out evening performances. In the evenings families were able to reserve               
tables. These were exam tables complete with paper activities, thus simulating a classroom                 
atmosphere, in keeping with the show. These were also useful for refreshments available to               
purchase from the Year 12 Dragonôs Apprentice teams, who were raising money for local charities. 
óMatildaô has become a very popular musical and the JFK team showed us why. Fabulous                 
performances from a large cast of students from across the year groups brought this story of a           
clever, yet uncared for, young girl to life with  superb energy. I thoroughly enjoyed the show and so 
did everyone I spoke to afterwards - audience members, cast members and the dedicated members 
of staff in the production team. For her first show at JFK, Ms Horton - our new Subject Leader for 
Drama - was well supported by Ms Brewer and Mr Ridout, and she should be very pleased with the 
results. A project of this nature is a huge undertaking and numerous members of staff helped out in 
preparation for the performances and on the night. In particular, however, the long lead up to show 
nights, from auditions in the autumn term and through the rehearsal period, relied on the                 
commitment, effort and teamwork of all involved - essential skills for our young people to develop, 
and I am proud of the reliability our students showed. 
 
Although the premise of óMatildaô is an exaggeration of real life, there are several themes in the     
unfolding story that provoke consideration about our work in school: the discovery of hidden talent in 
school children; the determination of teachers to realise the potential; the importance of literacy; the 
forming of bonds of friendship. We have a particular view of these issues at JFK. As I say at Open 
Evening, based on my experience as a father of three children, above all I wanted them to enjoy   
going to school as a result of great opportunities for learning, in and outside the classroom, within a 
strong community of kind friendships and supported by teachers who cared about them as                 
individuals, each with their unique gifts and talents. Thatôs exactly my aspiration for JFK and óMatilda 
Jnr.ô was a great example of its realisation!  
 
I wish all our students a lovely half term break. 

Showtime! 
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                                         Ms Brewer ï Drama Department       

 'The vibrant performances, captivating staging, and enchanting music left a lasting                       

impression. It was  delightful to see the student's faces light up during the performance, and 

on the bus ride back, the conversations were  buzzing with excitement as they shared their 

favourite moments. The initiative has, without a doubt, enhanced our students engagement 

with learning in a fun and interactive way. Thank you!' Year 5 teacher from St Albert the Great 

Primary School. 

Everyone has a special moment from the production whether its from on or off the stage but the hard 

work, talent, loyalty, dedication of all involved, alongside families who ferried cast and crew back and 

forth since last September should not be under estimated. It certainly does take a whole school army 

in its community to put on a school show ! 

Well done to all those who participated . Thank you for your generosity with the Sixth Form Dragons  

Teams who were raising money for DENS and the Pepper Foundation.  

 

Please see photos below 
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We would like to thank Ms Brewer for the opportunity to use our business skills and  participate in 
some of the event management for the production of Matilda. It was truly an enriching experience 
for both of us. 

Being a part of this production provided us with a unique opportunity to witness and learn how 
real-life events are portrayed and how they unfold in such an engaging and creative way. 

As part of our involvement, we recorded all the performances for the drama department and would 
like to find out whether the cast's parents are interested in purchasing a copy of the                   
recording (not for social media).  

Please use the QR code or this web link (https://forms.gle/R21r5sN9yFEaDAuV8 ) 
to register your interest and give feedback.  

                                     Oscar Czajka and Michael Sleziak - Year 13  


