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                         For a better future  

In last Sundayôs Gospel reading Jesus went to the synagogue and stood up to read from the prophet 
Isaiah: 
 
óThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the year of the Lordôs favour.ô 
 
This is the reading that has been an inspiration for this Jubilee Year: Pilgrims of hope. It summarises 
Jesusô mission but also sets us up to continue his work. We are now the Church, those who can 
make a difference by our words and actions. This is a year in which to go all out in our efforts to put 
faith into practice - in our parishes, in our communities and of course in our schools. We are striving 
to show that our hope in God can lead to positive change in our community - and all the activities that 
we will engage with during the year will have a new impetus and a new focus. This links very nicely 
with the theme of Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD), which we commemorated in assemblies this 
week, led by Mr Townsend and Student Leadership Team member, Gemma. This year is the 80th 
anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration camp Auschwitz-Birkenau and this yearôs 
theme is óFor a better futureô. HMD is all about educating people about the past - referencing not only 
the Holocaust, but also subsequent genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur - in order to 
avoid such horrific events in the future.  
 
In addition to the passing on of knowledge and skills, our school is here to provide a wider education 
in living in community, respecting othersô differences and demonstrating love of oneôs neighbour. On 
Monday we received the ASCAT Jubilee Torch from the St Thomas More school community as it 
continues its journey across all 11 schools in the Trust (see photos below). We will keep it until half 
term. My aim is that we use this symbol of hope to reinforce our school ethos and our school motto 
ópeace on earthô. In so doing, may we contribute to the building of a better future. 
 
HMD prayer 
 
Eternal God 

We come before you, conscious of the fragility of freedom, to remember the victims of the Holocaust. 
We lament the loss of the six million Jews who were killed in the Holocaust, the millions of other     
victims of Nazi persecution, and victims of all genocides. Remembering the past, help us today to 
use what freedom we have to stand up for those whose freedom is denied. 

We pray for a day when all shall be free to live in peace, unity and love.  

Amen 
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                                       Ms Brewer - Drama Department      

         The Paperbirds Workshop - Year 10 and 12 Devising Session  

This session was set up, as we have done so over the past 4 years, to provide the opportunity for    

Drama exam students to work with a professional from a Theatre Company.  

Izzy, who facilitated this two hour session, took the students through the 5 devising approaches this 

company uses in devising their own performance pieces, which they tour around the county. Just over 

a year ago we took previous examination groups to a Maidenhead Theatre to see their devised and 

verbatim piece called óFeel Meô, which explored the roots and impact of being a refugee. This they 

found fascinating and inspiring for both their practical and written exams.. 

During the practical sessions in their groups they looked at the stimulus, the themes around it and then 

the question they wanted to pose to the audience which linked with their own personal responses.. 

The students said; 

ñIt was hard work but great fun!ò  

ñNow we know what we can do with our reinterpretation of Miller's All My Sons, I'm less worried about 

that nowò. 

ñIt was so great to be able to work in our groups for a full two hours and seeing each others workò. 

''Loved it! Can we work like that again?ò 
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                                         Mrs Parker - Food Science Department   

This week the Year 10ôs enjoyed learning how to fillet a fish . Darcie in particular was a fabulous                           

teacher, explaining to other students how and where to cut the fish. The students were all pleasantly 

surprised at how delicious it tasted once we had used the fillets to make Fish en Papillote. Well done 

Year 10  
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                                                    Miss Freed  - Art Department      

The Year 10 GCSE Art students have been working on their urban environment unit and have                    

produced some impressive artist copies by Ian Murphy and John Piper.  
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                                           Mr Hawkins - PE Department     

Well done to George Brooks-Johnson and Phoebe Molnar who both achieve National Standard in 
their respective athletic events.  
 
George competed in the U17 70m race running 7.45 seconds. 
Phoebe competed in the U17 High Jump achieving the 1.60m.  

                                       Student Achievement  
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