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Since Brexit there has been an upsurge in applications for Irish passports - in order to enjoy the            
European travel benefits of being part of the European Union. In addition to speeding up some         
processes at airports, holding an Irish passport has benefits related to work in Europe. A member of 
my family spent three months looking for a job in Germany, and then had to leave because his British 
citizenship only allowed for a three month visa. Having an Irish grandmother, he enquired about the 
possibility of obtaining an Irish passport but was disappointed to find that her birth had not been       
registered in Ireland, so the option was not available to him. Securing an Irish passport would have 
helped him out but I donôt believe he would have suddenly thought of himself as Irish. He is very proud 
of his part-Irish roots, but his true identity is as a UK citizen.  
 
There are many ways in which our identity is formed. We all have different interests, likes and dislikes, 
perceptions of what is ónormalô and different outlooks on life. Social groupings - clubs, societies,                
organisations - bring together people who share similarities. These groups play a part in forming           
identities. Similarly, as a school community, students at JFK have a shared identity. I recall Bishop 
Paul McAleenan addressing the young people In a Confirmation Mass. In his homily, he spoke about 
the importance of the sacrament that they were receiving and how it was an important part of their 
identity. Along with basic characteristics such as nationality and ethnicity, he suggested that these 
young people should proudly add, óI am a Catholicô. In assemblies this week I spoke about what                
supports this identity trait and what we want to promote and develop in our students at JFK, whether 
they are Catholic or not - the values shared by Catholic Christians. We refer to these as Gospel values, 
because they were taught to us by Jesus himself, in his words and actions during his public ministry. 
There are many Gospel values, including: 

humility, compassion, kindness, justice, forgiveness, integrity, peace, and courage. 

There is one other value I referred to this week: hope, which I defined in Christian terms by ótrust in 
Godô. As a Catholic school community we need to be inspired by a sense of hope, knowing that, as St 
Paul wrote, óHope does not disappointô. As you may well be aware we have just begun a special year in 
the Church - a jubilee year entitled, óPilgrims of Hopeô. This was officially launched on Christmas Eve 
2024 and will conclude on the Feast of the Epiphany, 6th January 2026. CAFOD has produced a short 
video to introduce the jubilee year and I shared that in assemblies this week. You can find the video by 
following this link: 

 

Jubilee for Schools Animation | CAFOD  

      2025: A year of Celebration! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yia25rOML2Q
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In very simple terms the jubilee involves the opportunity to: 

¶ reset and renew our relationship with God, one another and all of creation 
 

¶ be signs of hope for others through Catholic Social Teaching. 
 

 
CAFOD has produced lots of supporting material for schools and the Trust has added to this                     
suggestions about how we might play an active role in school this year. One suggestion that was put 
forward last summer was the idea of having a jubilee torch that would travel across all 11 ASCAT 
schools during the year. I am very proud to announce that we have a fabulous torch and it was            
produced by JFK - by Mr Bourne and Mr Bonner, to be precise. Pictured below is the jubilee torch,                
presented, on behalf of JFK, by Mr Bourne at the ASCAT Inset Day last Monday. The torchôs ASCAT 
journey began with St Thomas More Catholic Primary School in Berkhamsted and JFK will receive it 
on Monday 27th January. There are lots of activities planned in our calendar for 2025, and these will 
have a renewed focus on the jubilee celebrations. My hope is that JFK will lead the way in this exciting 
year ahead. 

 

 


