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                                           Third Sunday of Advent 
 
The theme for this last week of term has been óGod became manô. The autumn term came to an end 
with our traditional Advent Liturgies. These consisted of readings, music and prayers and a brief    
reflection on the theme of the week. The reflection ran as follows: 

 
The theme of the week today is explored in our readings. At Christmas, God became man. 
There are many themes we can draw out of this but today I want to focus on just one.  
 
You matter to God.  
 
The Christmas story is not one of a God throwing his weight around. It is not one where he    
forces anyone or demands their obedience to bring about his plan for salvation. Instead it is 
a narrative where at every stage he presents himself in simplicity, with vulnerability, in trust.      
Inviting us into the same.  
 
The people of Israel were not saints. Like us they were complicated, trying to do good but      
always struggling with selfish desires and personal weaknesses. God loved them anyway 
and pledged a messiah to redeem them as we hear in our first reading.  
 
For this plan to take place he could have imposed himself on our world, yet instead                
approached a girl of no significant social standing and asked her freely to be the key by 
which he would save the world. Her óyesô changed the world. It emphasises the weight of all 
choices but particularly the powerful impact that saying óyesô to God has on our lives.  
 
Finally in the nativity, Christ is born. Not in grandeur but in humble surroundings. His call to    
action was not the war cry of a conqueror but the cry of a baby, seeking compassion to 
match his own.  
 
Through the events of his life we see the love he has for all of us. You matter so much to 
God that he would go through the worst the world would have to offer just to make it better 
for you and highlight the road to full union with him in heaven.  
 
How then will you respond to the cry of the newborn Christ? 
In what ways could the love you would give that baby be shown to all men and women 
around you today? 
 
In a moment of silence, while we light the fourth candle, I invite you to ponder in your heart 
how you can amplify the compassion that Christ gives us - in your home, in our school. And 
in our global community. 
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As I reflect on this term there are many memories of wonderful activities and events in school, and 
so much that our students have engaged with. On Monday of this week we held our traditional 
Christmas concert. This included the usual broad range of musical items, from classical to rock, and 
was a fabulous celebration of our studentsô talents. Thanks go to numerous colleagues who                 
supported in different ways, and especially to Mr Ridout, who directed the evening. 
 
It has been a long and busy term and I hope that everyone - students and staff - will enjoy a well 
earned rest over the next two weeks. Sadly we say goodbye today to Miss Garcia . She is moving to 
take up a teaching post at another school, having worked at JFK for just over 8 years. I thank her for 
all she has done to support the JFK community, both in the science department and the wider life of 
the school, and wish her well for the future. We also said goodbye this week to Miss                        
Fasoyiro, who completed her maternity cover role in the science department. I thank her for her             
contribution to JFK. We have now welcomed Miss Ratna back to our community. 
 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you and your family a lovely Christmas. I look forward to seeing 
everyone back at school on 7th January. 
 
 
JFK Christmas card 2024 
 
Congratulations to Maggie Slowik, in Year 8, whose design was chosen for this yearôs JFK                   
Christmas card. Lots of these cards have been posted to a variety of people in schools and parishes 
and also to local dignitaries. 
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It was lovely to welcome members of last yearôs Year 13 cohort back to JFK this week to present 
them with their A level certificates. An informal gathering in the library gave us an opportunity to 
catch up with our former students and find out how life is beyond JFK. It was wonderful to hear how 
happy they all are with the next chapter of life after school, and how they have kept in touch with JFK 
friends. This was a day with other former JFK students - all of whom I remember well - visiting to 
speak to the Sixth Form about their journeys after JFK (see below). 
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                               Mr Wainman  - Assistant Director of Sixth Form    

To end the year, we hosted the 'University Showcase: JFK Alumni Event' as part of the Enrichment 
Programme. Four ex-students from JFK came in to speak with our current Sixth Form students 
about all things University! Our guest speakers provided first an insight into their life at JFK, what 
university course they are doing (or have done), what they learnt along the way and what their      
future ambitions are.  
 
The speakers who came to the event were: 
 
Obi Okereke - Graduated JFK in 2015 to study Economics and is now working in Operations      
Management 
 
Bonnie Mander - Graduated JFK last year and currently is on a Scholarship at Loughborough     
University to study Sport Science, Coaching and Physical Education 
 
Leah Belson - Graduated JFK in 2020 to study Natural Sciences at Cambridge University and is 
now studying a Masters in her chosen field. 
 
Cal Halewood - Graduate JFK in 2020 to study Architecture and is now working in industry  
 
Following each talk, students were able to ask our speakers specific questions, which generated a 
wealth of discussion about lots of exciting topics.  
 
We want to thank Obi, Bonnie, Leah and Cal for taking up their free time to come back to JFK and 
speak with our students. We hope that similar events can be run in the future to support our Sixth 
Form students with their studies, as well as providing support for their important next steps. 
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                                               Mrs Powell - Librarian   

On Thursday I was delighted that 38 students who completed the December Reads challenge 
were awarded with chocolate coins and prizes. Lots of coins were handed out as rewards for 
reading, reviewing and talking to teachers about books and top prizes were handed out to               
seven students who brought in library cards from their local library! One student said that he 
now likes reading and many of the students wrote fantastic reviews to share how much they'd 
enjoyed their books.  
 
Do encourage your children to read a book/comic/magazine/newspaper over the Christmas    
holidays, even if just for a few minutes. Audiobooks are also a great way to relax if your children 
prefer to listen to books. If our children see us reading, even better! 
 
Happy Christmas and Happy Reading! 
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                                               Mrs Perry - Teacher of PE    

This year at JFK we have introduced House Sports Captains. There are two per form from Years    
7-10, one male and one female. The House Sports Captain role is to encourage participation for 
House Sports Events. The students were selected based on their involvement  in school sport and 
their  leadership qualities. Each captain was presented with a House Sports Captain badge in    
assembly last week by Mr Neves. Congratulations to all those selected ( see below ) 
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                                     Mr Hawkins - Subject Leader of PE    

House Competitions 
 
Thank you to all the Sports Leaders and Year 9, 10 and 11 students who gave up their time to help 
run the events!  Please see below the results.  
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Extra Curricular Clubs and Practices 2024 ï 25 


