
Year 11 Raising Achievement

Religious Studies



GCSE Religious Studies
Our chosen exam board is Edexcel - 
Specification A
The GCSE course covers:

● Paper 1 – Study of Catholic Christianity
● Paper 2 – Study of Judaism
● Paper 3 – Philosophy and Ethics

Each will be assessed by a written exam:

● Students must answer all questions.
● The paper includes short open, open response and extended writing questions.
● The paper will assess spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) and use of specialist terminology 



Paper 1
Study of Catholic 

Christianity Written examination: 1 hour and 45 
minutes
50% of the qualification

Content overview
Students study four content areas:

1.1 Beliefs and Teachings
1.2 Practices
1.3 Sources of Wisdom and Authority
1.4 Forms of Expression and Ways of Life



Paper 2
Study of Judaism

Written examination: 50 minutes
25% of the qualification 

Content overview
Students study two content areas:
2.1 Beliefs and Teachings
2.2 Practices



Paper 3
Philosophy & Ethics Written examination: 50 minutes

25% of the qualification 

Content overview
Students study two content areas:
3.1 Arguments for the Existence of 
God 
3.2 Relationships and Families in the 
21st Century



Remember that exams bring together 
three key elements:

● Subject Knowledge
● Examination Skills
● Time management

Knowing what the exam board will 
give marks for, is a key detail



Paper 1:
Section 1 - 
RC Beliefs & 
Teachings



Paper 1:
Section 2 - 
RC Practices



Paper 1:
Section 3 - 
Sources of 
Wisdom & 
Authority



Paper 1:
Section 4 - 
Forms of 
Expression & 
Ways of Life



Paper 2:
Section 1 - 
Jewish 
Beliefs & 
Teachings



Paper 2:
Section 2 - 
Jewish 
Practices



Paper 3:
Section 1 - 
Arguments 
for the 
Existence of 
God 
(Philosophy)



Paper 3:
Section 2 - 
Religious 
Teachings on 
Relationships 
(Ethics)



How are you Assessed in GCSE RE

Across all 3 exam papers, you will answer A, B, C and D questions.

A = 3 Marks

B = 4 Marks

C=  5 Marks

D = 12 Marks - Or 15 (a number of D questions award upto 3 extra marks for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar). 



A, B and C Exam Questions

A) Outline three features of a Traditional Catholic Church - 3 Marks 
3 simple points 
No explanation or detail required
Needs to be three separate sentences

B) Explain two reasons why the Paintings are useful in Catholic worship.  4 Marks 

2x Reason and Development 

C) Explain two reasons ways Drama is used in worship. You must refer to a source of authority in 
your answer. 5 Marks 

2x Reason and Development and a Source of Authority and Wisdom



A & B Models
A) Outline three features of a Traditional Catholic Church - 3 Marks 

One feature of traditional church is an altar
Another feature of a traditional church is the nave
A final feature of a traditional church is a bell tower

3 simple points 

B) Explain two reasons why the Paintings are useful in Catholic worship.  4 Marks 

One reason why paintings are useful are to provide a visual aid. This means that the paintings 
can help tell a story of the catholic faith in a way which may be easier to understand. 

A second reason why Paintings are useful is to provide a focus for prayer. This means that a 
painting can allow the worshiper to have time and space to focus on praying or provide 
inspiration to pray through the theme of the painting. 

2x Reason and Development 



C Model Answers

C)  Explain two ways Drama is used in worship. 5 Marks 

One way Drama is used is through passion plays. In the Catechism it teaches that God reveals 
himself through drama. This means that the passion play reveals God’s nature by a dramatic 
reenactment of the death of Jesus. 

A second way drama is used in through mystery plays. These plays tell different stories from the 
bible in a way which allows worshippers to have a visual experience of the story which may help 
them understand the message of the story better. 

2x Reason and Development and a Source of Authority and Wisdom



D Question Structure

Minimum of 3 Paragraphs 

Para 1 

Reason for/against - Development - Source - Further development - 
Appraisal/Evaluation

Para 2 

Reason for/against - Development - Source - Further development - 
Appraisal/Evaluation

Para 3  - Conclusion - What is the strongest argument? Justify your decision 





D Question - Mark 
scheme

Writes 
religious 
arguments in 
own words

Use arguments 
in a chain of 
ideas

Make sure you offer 
arguments that agree 
and arguments that 
disagree

Use material 
that you know 
is correct  - 
(not guessed)

Weigh up all the arguments

Is each one strong or weak?

Why?

Make sure you have 
appraised every 
argument you have 
provided  - make links 
between the content 
you have given

Your final paragraph 
should not include 
new reasoning 
(knowledge) It must 
assess the validity of 
the argument



What other support is 
available?

 Google Classroom - the RE department shares lesson materials for you to revisit topics
 
 Monday Drop-in sessions in the Reintegration Room - every Monday Lunchtime
 
 Bring your teacher additional exam responses - they will happily go through them with you

Pearson/Edexcel website: Religious Studies section - Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies A (2016) | 
Pearson qualifications

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-a-2016.html

