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                         Feast of the Epiphany 

óAnd there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it went forward, and halted over the 
place where the child was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, and going into the house they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening 
their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh.ô  
 
                                                                                                                                       Matthew 2: 9-11 
 
Happy New Year to you and your family! And welcome back to the new term at JFK. The term for the 
teaching staff began on Monday with our Trust Development Day, which was hosted this year by St 
Joan of Arc Catholic School, in Rickmansworth. Staff from each of the 11 Trust schools came                   
together for a day of learning, sharing, reflection, praise and worship, all aimed at developing this 
family of schools in terms of providing the best possible opportunities for the children and young              
people they serve. A liturgy at the start of the day and a Mass at the end of the day emphasised the 
priority we have as a Catholic community - the promotion of our Catholic faith. Of course, not all of 
the staff in our schools are Catholic; however, all are very welcome and valued members of our 
schools. One of the messages from the story of the Magi in Matthewôs Gospel is about the                      
universality of the Church. The three wise men had travelled from distant lands, with different cultures 
and different faith traditions. However, they recognised that this baby in Bethlehem was indeed the 
messiah that had been promised. The example of Christôs life and teachings are an inspiration for all. 
Whilst the majority of our students are Catholic, many are not. Nevertheless, the experience of life at 
JFK aims to share that inspiration with all - and all are welcome to be part of our community. 
 
In my welcome assemblies this week I reflected on the wealth of opportunities that are on offer each 
year at JFK. I referred to our wonderful celebration in December - Presentation Evening - in which my 
annual speech reflected on the previous school year, with its multitude of activities and                     
achievements, all of which build our community. As we begin a new half term we focus on a new 
Catholic Social Teaching theme: óSolidarity and Peaceô. This theme resonates with the sense of    
community that has always been a hallmark of JFK, and will be the focus of daily worship and                     
whole-school activity this half term.  
 
More activities and opportunities are to come this term, between now and Easter, and I want to              
encourage everyone to get involved in the full life of the school. This is a key time for learning,                 
especially for our students in Year 11 and Year 13, who are heading for public exams in the summer. 
I wish everyone a successful term ahead. 
 
The ASCAT Development Day on Monday provided an opportunity to launch the Jubilee Year, 
óPilgrims of Hopeô. More about that and how JFK will participate will appear in next weekôs newsletter. 
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This week saw the return of Elevate Education to John F Kennedy Catholic School. The year group 
were split into six groups with six presenters. 
The seminars are to help guide students regarding their exams preparations with the focus this time 
being óAce Your Examsô.  
Now the students have received their mock exams results, it is a good time to reflect on those      
results and think about how they can help themselves for their next review point - the mock exams 
in February.  
 

Monday 24th February -  Year 11 Mock Exams (2) . This will be one week with          
selected subjects chosen.  

                                  Year 11  


