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Thursday 25th January - Year 9 ñ Back to the Future, The Musical ò Theatre Trip  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week my assemblies have focused attention on JFK - John Fitzgerald Kennedy, the 35th               
President of the USA, the first Catholic to hold that office, a young man at the time, and full of promise 
- but, sadly, not to fulfilled, as he lost his life less than 3 years later, assassinated in Dallas, Texas on 
22nd November 1963. When our school was opened in 1967, Kennedy was still held in very high            
regard in the Catholic communities in the UK and especially in Ireland. My great-grandmother was 
typical of Irish Catholics at the time, having three images on the wall of her home - an image of Jesus, 
a picture of the Pope and a picture of Kennedy. It must have been a fairly easy decision at the time to 
name our school - a brand new Catholic school - after this very famous Catholic. 
 
Apparently, when my predecessor was appointed and plans for the introduction of a new Head were 
being made, the governors were approached by the Diocese and asked if they wanted this                 
opportunity to change the name of the school. During the years since his death, and with the general 
opening up of society, the increase in communication channels and the unveiling of information 
sources, we came to know more about the private life of Kennedy and it turned out that there were 
some aspects of his life that were not to be admired. I have often met raised eyebrows when I have 
told strangers the name of our school - a Catholic school no less! We have now joined the All Saints 
Trust, in which all the other schools in the group are named after people who clearly fit the title ósaintô. 
However, I rather like the idea that our school is named after a person who lived a relatively short time 
ago, a órealô person, who we can see in photos and videos, and with whom we might feel a closer    
connection - perhaps not a ósaintô, but one whose ideas and leadership we can admire and be inspired 
by. 
Apparently the Chair of Governors at the time replied to the request, acknowledging that Kennedy had 
ófeet of clayô - a weakness or hidden flaw in the character of a greatly admired or respected              
person - but that they did not want to change the name of the school - and I am glad they did not; it 
makes our school distinctive. 
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In assemblies I reflected briefly on the great qualities Kennedy brought to his role as President. We 
celebrate JFK Day today, because it is the closest school day to the date of his inauguration: 20th 
January 1961. On this day he set out his vision for his presidency. This half termôs Catholic Social 
Teaching theme was chosen to coincide with JFK Day - ósolidarity and ópeaceô were key aims of     
Kennedyôs administration: 
 
Solidarity 
¶ His rousing óask not what your country can do for youéô speech, which aimed to galvanise the 

potential of all citizens for the benefit of the country as a whole, making it clear that success did 
not depend purely on the work of the government 

 
¶ His commitment to the Civil Rights movement, bringing equal rights to African Americans, who 

were suffering terrible discrimination in his country 
 
¶ Setting up the óPresidential Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilitiesô, initiating funding 

for research and care for people with learning difficulties 
 
¶ Inaugurating the Peace Corps - a voluntary service that saw young, skilled Americans spend 

time living and working in some of the poorest, developing nations. 
 
 
Peace 
¶ His leadership during the Cuban Missile Crisis, which averted the potentially devastating             

consequences associated with nuclear arms 
 
¶ His subsequent diplomatic work with the leader of the USSR, whose political ideology was            

opposed to his own 
 
¶ His famous óIch bin ein Berliner ó speech, delivered on a visit to a divided Berlin during the óCold 

Warô, stating that true peace could not be achieved unless all people were afforded freedom 
 
¶ His work that led eventually to the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.  
 
¶ So, for us, we celebrate Kennedyôs legacy as we live out our school mission here at John F 

Kennedy Catholic School. 
 
Our School Prayer 

 
Loving God  

 
We join together as one JFK school family to ask for your continued support and care.  

 
Help us to recognise in ourselves the unique gifts and talents you have given us. Grant us the                

wisdom and courage to use them to inspire others with the way we live our lives                               
according to your will.  

 
Grant us understanding and resilience so that we can strengthen our community and together achieve 

our greatest potential.  
 

Help us to see others as you do. In all things, help us not to ask what others can do for us, but             
recognise how we can serve all those around us.  

 
We make our prayer through Christ, our Lord 

Amen 
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Today (Friday 19th January) we celebrated JFK Day, a tradition where we celebrate the identity of our 
school and the inauguration of President John F Kennedy. The focus of our assemblies this week was 
President John F Kennedy, where we were reminded as a community of the successes he has 
achieved. This culminated in an amazing celebration where our House Captains volunteered to                
present activities and stalls where the students could participate and raise money for charity. The             
activities ranged from; sponge the teacher, penalty shootout, higher or lower, raffles, photo with 
friends, face painting and much more. This years charity focus was taken from the First Give initiative 
our Year 9 students have worked with: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
As always there was a great buzz around the sports hall between all age groups from Years 7 through 
to Sixth Form. It was a clear demonstration of one of our core strengths as a school in which our          
community came together with a true sense of solidarity which coincides with our catholic social   
teaching theme this half term. As a community we have so far raised Ã1626.66 combining both the 
fundraising event alongside non uniform donations. The charity event alone raised over Ã780 and this 
is down to the volunteering and support of our students. Each house raised: 
 

Joan -   Ã97.40 
Francis -  Ã116.81 
Kolbe -   Ã85.97 
Helena -  Ã238.63 
Newman -  Ã184.80 
Drexel -  Ã179.05 

 
I would like to thank everyone involved within our community; students, parents and staff for their           
support towards such a wonderful day. Our menu was also American themed and a thank you must 
also go to Culinera for their efforts in supporting such a great day.  


